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FAQ: AN UPDATE N
IMMIGRATION FILING FEES

Frequently asked questions about the state of immigration filing

fees, following a recent proposed rule for increases

JULY 2023

Most immigration forms require an application fee (filing fee), which usually costs
hundreds of dollars. Sometimes, the applicant might be able to request a “fee waiver”
if they cannot pay the filing fee. There is also a “reduced fee” option for low-income
applicants for naturalization (U.S. citizenship).

I HEARD IMMIGRATION APPLICATION FEES ARE GOING UP, HAS THAT
HAPPENED YET?

TLDR: No, immigration fees have not gone up yet, hut they might go up (in late 2023 at
the earliest, but most likely Spring 2024).

Every couple of years, the government reviews immigration application fees and
considers whether to increase them or make other changes. Previously, the Trump
administration proposed steep increases in many application fees and sweeping
changes to fee waivers, but these changes were challenged and blocked by the
courts, so they never took effect.

Earlier this year, the Biden administration also announced proposed fee increases and
collected feedback on the proposed changes. Now, the government is reviewing the
feedback before it comes out with its final updated fee amounts, in what’s called a
final “fee rule” or “fee schedule.”

As with the Trump fee increases, U.S. Gitizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
could be sued to stop the new fees from going into effect because it’s important
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to make sure that immigration benefits are accessible to all, regardless of financial

resources. If lawsuits are filed challenging the Biden administration’s changes, that
may further delay any changes to current immigration application fees.

WHEN CAN I EXPECT FEES WILL GO UP?

The earliest we expect to see final fee changes is the end
of 2023, with the highest likelihood being the Spring of
2024. Even once announced, however, the government
usually provides a grace period of 30-60 days, during
which people can still file under existing fees before they
go up. Again, however, as occurred with the Trump fee
increases, USCIS could be sued to stop new fees from
going into effect, which would result in further delays.

USCIS FEE
SCHEDULE

For updates on the status of immigration fee changes, visit the USCIS website at:
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees.

HOW MUCH ARE IMMIGRATION FEES GOING TO GO UP?

Listed on the following page are current fees and some of the proposed fee changes
for common immigration applications-the final amounts could be higher or lower than
what is proposed.

Many applications also include an $85 “biometrics fee,” which covers the fingerprint
appointment for standard background checks associated with most applications.
Proposed new fees would include the biometrics fee for all applicants (even those
who are not currently required to pay a biometrics fee).

Note that the current fees listed in the chart reflect the average adult applicant.
Depending on the applicant’s age, some application fees are slightly lower or do not
require the additional biometrics fee.
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APPLICATION TYPE CURRENT FEE PROPOSED FEE
N-400
Application for Naturalization $640 + $85 biometrics = $725 $760 (includes hiometrics)

(U.S. Citizenship)

1-485 $1140 (includes fees to request $1540 (includes biometrics but does not
Application to Register Permanent  travel and work permission) + $85 include fees to request travel and work
Residence or Adjust Status biometrics = $1225 permission)

1-90

Application to Replace Permanent  $455 + $85 hiometrics = §540 $465 (includes biometrics)
Resident Card (Green Gard)

1-601
o ) $930 (no biometrics fee required) ) ) .
Application for Waiver of Grounds - 8830 $1050 (includes biometrics)
of Inadmissibility
$650 (for paper applications, includes
I-765 biometrics)
Application for Employment $410 + $85 hiometrics = $495

Authorization (work permit) $555 (for online applications, includes

biometrics)

WHERE DO I FIND INFORMATION ON WHAT GURRENT IMMIGRATION
APPLICATION FEES ARE?

The USCIS webpage for every individual application form always lists the current
filing fee. For example, go to https://www.uscis.gov/n-400 for the current N-400
naturalization application fee.

In addition, https://www.uscis.gov/g-1055 has the current “Fee Schedule” and
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees has more information on immigration filing
fees, the status of any changes to fees, and other information like instructions on
how to submit payment by check, credit card, money order, etc. and information on
fee waivers.
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MAKE SURE TO SUBMIT SEPARATE PAYMENTS FOR EACH APPLICATION
FORM!

Recently, USGIS announced it will no longer accept a single check, money order, etc. for
combined fees when a person is submitting multiple applications at once.

For example, if filing for adjustment of status with a family petition and a waiver, you
must submit separate payments for the adjustment application, family petition, and
waiver application.

Are you a Galifornia Community College (CGC) or a California State University Discover more community explainers, toolkits,
(GSU) student? If so, you qualify for FREE immigration legal services! & alerts about immigration law.

FIND OUT MORE GGG: findyourally.com €SU: findyourally.com/csu
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