
I M M I G R A NT  L E G A L  R E S O U R C E  C E NT E R

The Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
(ILRC) is one of the nation’s premier 
sources for analysis of immigration law 
and policy, helping to improve access 
to American civic life for immigrant 
communities across the United States. 
In addition, we provide resources for 
practitioners working on complex issues 
in immigration law, and we advance 
immigrant rights through strategies such 
as policy analysis and advocacy, civic 
engagement, and capacity-building with 
legal service providers.

•  Policy Analysis & Advocacy: We seek 
progressive reform of immigration policies, 
Department of Homeland Security policies, 
and local, state, and federal laws that affect 
immigrant families. 

•  Naturalization & Civic Engagement: We 
educate newcomers about their rights and 
responsibilities in a democratic society and 
promote the pathway to naturalization.

•  Education & Capacity Building: We provide 
technical legal assistance, trainings, 
publications, and resources to pro bono 
and community-based immigration lawyers, 
paralegals, and advocates.

•  Shaping Public Opinion:  We support grassroots 
leadership to bring the voices of newcomers to 
the public dialogue and policy decisions that 
affect their lives. 

TEACHING, 
INTERPRETING, & 
CHANGING LAW 
SINCE 1979
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Each year, the ILRC distributes thousands of copies of our 23 manuals and provides legal assistance on 
more than 8,100 issues to pro bono and nonprofit advocates, as well as public defenders, through our 
national Attorney of the Day service. In any given year, our staff attorneys conduct hundreds of trainings, 
community meetings, task forces, and workshops. In 2022, the ILRC held 286 in-person and online 
seminars and webinars for over 20,000 attendees and participants. The ILRC also leads meetings and 
workshops where thousands of immigrants are screened for legal options while learning about their rights 
and responsibilities in a democratic society. Since 2011, the ILRC, as the lead of the New Americans 
Campaign, has helped more than 580,000 immigrants complete their applications for naturalization. 

AREAS OF 
EXPERTISE
The ILRC’s legal team holds 
expertise in: 

• Naturalization and citizenship, 
and the processes of granting or 
transmitting U.S. citizenship to 
foreign-born individuals.

• The complex intersection of 
criminal and immigration law 
and how the criminal legal 
system can affect immigration 
eligibility and status. 

• Immigrant post-conviction relief, 
including clean slate and other 
record clearance remedies. 

• Family-based immigration, 
which allows close relatives of 
U.S. citizens to unify with their 
loved ones. 

• Public charge—a bar to certain 
forms of immigration status 
based on receipt of means-
based public benefits, and how 
recent public charge rules and 
policies affect immigrants.

• Special challenges facing 
immigrant youth, including youth 
detention and policies regarding 
unaccompanied minors.

• Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
(SIJS), a form of legal relief for 

youth who have been abused, 
abandoned, or neglected.

• Defense of immigrants in 
removal proceedings who, 
unlike the criminal court 
system, are not provided an 
attorney, and special forms 
of relief, such as cancellation 
of removal, which are only 
available in immigration court.

• Immigration detention and 
bond eligibility.

• Asylum for people who come 
to the United States seeking 
protection from persecution 
due to race, religion, nationality, 
political opinion, or membership 
in a social group, and related 
forms of immigration relief such 
as withholding of removal.

• Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), temporary relief 
that provides access to education 
and employment for young 
immigrants who were brought to 
the United States as children.

• U Visas, a form of  
immigration status for 
survivors of serious crimes.

• T Visas, a form of immigration 
status for survivors of trafficking.

• Protections under the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA) which 
recognize that undocumented 
status is often used to trap 
victims of domestic violence in 

abusive relationships.
• Temporary Protected Status, 

which is a temporary protection 
for nationals of certain countries 
experiencing humanitarian crises.

• Parole and other temporary 
forms of immigration status 
that can be used to address 
humanitarian crises and achieve 
family reunification.

• Freedom of Information Act 
Requests for immigration cases.

• The grounds of inadmissibility 
and deportability, potential 
waivers, and how these all factor 
into eligibility for immigration 
relief and removal defense.

• Immigration enforcement that is 
prone to overreach and detains 
and deports immigrants and 
tears apart immigrant families. 

• Policy and advocacy efforts 
throughout the United States 
with a particular focus on local 
policy work in Texas, local and 
state policy work in California, 
and policy advocacy at the 
federal level. 

• Organizing, a critical component 
to how community-led change 
happens in social justice 
movements to maximize the 
effectiveness and impact on 
immigrant rights. 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

https://www.ilrc.org/


MESSAGE FROM THE ILRC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

In 2022, the ILRC used its platform to boldly 
challenge the status quo of local, state, and federal 
governments. The year began with the ILRC calling 
on the Biden-Harris Administration to make bold 
changes to immigration policies weaponized by the 
previous administration to torment immigrants and 
their families. We also continued to organize, train, and 
stand with communities in Texas to fight against the 
state’s cruel and punitive policy, Operation Lone Star, 
that unfairly targeted migrants for arrest, jailing, and 
criminal prosecution for the state criminal offense of 
“trespassing.” The 10-year anniversary of DACA was 
marked in June with a cry to find more permanent 
solutions as a part of comprehensive immigration 
reform. We also decried the sadistic strategies 
employed by states to terrorize immigrants and their 
families. Texas and Florida played to their conservative 
bases by using migrants as political pawns and bussing 
thousands all across the country.

Reflecting on the challenges of 2022, I see how 
committed the staff and board of the ILRC are to 
helping immigrants and their families stay together in 

this country and thrive. The staff stepped up to meet 
the ever-evolving challenges in the immigration law 
and immigration policy fields, as they do each year. For 
example, in California, staff worked with partners to 
pass Assembly Bill 1766, “California IDs for All,” which 
expanded access to state-issued identification cards to 
undocumented residents who do not drive. Also, in late 
2022, the ILRC was notified that it was the recipient 
of a transformational donation by philanthropist 
MacKenzie Scott. The donation was made, in part, 
because of the ILRC’s track record of successes and its 
commitment to uplifting partners in the field.

To all of our donors and partners, thank you for helping 
to fortify the ILRC’s ability to address injustice and 
inequity on behalf of immigrants across the country in 
2022. We couldn’t do this work without you.

Eric Cohen
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FINANCIAL 
POSITION 
In 2022, the ILRC continued to grow as an organization 
impacting policies and communities across the country. 
The ILRC spent 85.5 cents of every dollar raised on 
program delivery and 14.5 cents of every dollar was 
spent on administration and fundraising. For reference, 
nonprofit organizations target spending 75 cents or 
more on program delivery each year, which is considered 
a best practice across the industry. In 2022, the ILRC 
received an extraordinary transformational gift from 
MacKenzie Scott for $8,000,000. Those funds will be 
used to continue the ILRC’s important work and to impact 
communities across the country for years to come.

The ILRC continued its robust regranting program in 
2022. The ILRC regrants approximately half of its program 
budget to partner organizations in the field. It is one of the 
ways that we pursue our mission to build the immigration 
legal and immigrant rights fields. While most think of our 
technical assistance and training programs, regranting 
funds is another way to ensure partners have the 
resources they need to provide direct legal services and 
other support for immigrant communities. In 2022, the 
ILRC supported the work of 60 grassroots organizations 
with 73 individual donations distributed.  
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ILRC BY THE NUMBERS 2022

The Immigrant Legal Resource Center, in 
partnership with California State lawmakers, 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice - California, 
California Immigrant Policy Center (CIPC), and 
the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights 
(CHIRLA), worked tirelessly to advocate for 
the passage of California Assembly Bill 1766 
(AB 1766), “California IDs for All” which would 
expand access to state-issued identification 
cards to undocumented nondriver residents.

Under AB 60, passed in 2013, more than one million 
undocumented residents in California have been able to 
obtain a driver’s license. However, AB 60 did not apply to 
those who did not have meaningful access to a car or the 
ability to take a driving test, creating a significant barrier for 
some Californians to fully participate in their communities. 
AB 1766 would provide state-issued IDs to those left out by 
AB 60, including women, elders, people with disabilities, 
and formerly incarcerated individuals. IDs are critical for 
many daily activities, such as cashing a check, renting an 
apartment, or volunteering at a child’s school. 

On September 23, 2022, 
Governor Newsom signed AB 
1766 into law. Right now, only 
people who can show their presence in the U.S. is 
“authorized under federal law” can apply for a standard 
(non-REAL ID) California identification card (CA ID). AB 
1766 expands standard California ID eligibility to all 
Californians, regardless of their immigration status, by 
2027. 

Approximately 1.6 million people in California could 
benefit from AB 1766 based on the number of 
undocumented people over age 15 who have not yet 
obtained a driver’s license through AB 60 at this point. 
However, the number of people who could benefit from 
the expanded access to standard ID cards is likely 
higher, since ID cards -unlike driver’s licenses - are 
available to Californians of any age. So children will also 
be able to benefit from AB 1766. 

ILRC Senior Staff Attorney Ariel Brown led the effort on 
behalf of the ILRC. The ILRC is committed to fighting for 
fair and just local, state, and national policies so that 
immigrants and their families can lead safer, healthier, 
and happier lives in this country.

2022 POLICY HIGHLIGHT: 
CALIFORNIA ASSEMBLY BILL 1766

“CALIFORNIA 
 IDS FOR ALL”
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Anonymous (27)
Mr. Mark N. Aaronson  
& Ms. Marjorie Gelb

ACLU of Northern California
ActBlue Charities
AILA Texas, New Mexico,  
& Oklahoma Chapter

AKR Foundation
Katherine Alatalo
Mr. Mike Allison
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Endowment 
Foundation

American Online Giving 
(Benevity Community  
Impact Fund)

Grace Anconetani
Sharon & Carl Anduri
Mr. Scott Armstrong
Atkinson Foundation
Amanda Babson
Bank of America  
Charitable Foundation

Barinaga Goodman Fund  
of the West Marin Fund

Mary Barr
Mr. Royal F. Berg
Berry Appleman & Leiden LLP
Jeff Bialik
Ms. Judith A. Bloomberg
BlueCross BlueShield  
of North Carolina

Blue Shield Foundation  
of California

Catherine Bonnar
Richard Boswell*  
& Karen Musalo

Tanya Broder
Mr. Matthew Brophy
Ms. Sarah Brown
Susan Burt
Robert Busey
Rita Karuna Cahn
California Department  
of Social Services

The California Endowment
California Wellness 
Foundation

W. Hardy Callcott*  
& Nancy Spencer

Carnegie Corporation  
of New York

Colleen Carney
Aidin Castillo Mazantini*
Catena Foundation
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
Steve Cherry
Mr. George Chikovani
Manuel Chirouze
Maritsa Cholmondeley 
Hofherr

Myra Chow
Richard Cluster
Mr. Eric Cohen  
& Ms. Gwen Naomi Sidley

Jennifer Cohen
Jay Cohen
Crankstart Foundation
Cybergrants
Sian Davies
The Max Davis Giving Fund
Tania de Sa Campos
Baby Djojonegoro
Jessica Dominguez 
Immigration Law Group, P.C.

Roger Doughty
Duane Morris LLP
Baba Dukuray
The East Bay Community 
Foundation

Ms. Ellen Edwards
Sandra & Edwin Epstein
Robert Evans
Fawnee Evnochides
Facebook, Inc.
Mr. Edward Fair
Marie Fairchild
Becka Fay
Fellom & Solorio
Vinicius Ferreira

Fidelity Charitable
Scott Fink
Firedoll Foundation 
Mr. George Fisher
Judith Foley
Mr. & Mrs. Bert E. Forbes
Ford Foundation  
Four Freedoms Fund  
of NEO Philanthropy

Fox Fund
Irene Foxhall
Freedom For Immigrants 
Prof. Lawrence M. Friedman  
& Leah F. Friedman

Friedman Family Foundation  
Frontstream
Fund for the City of New York
FWD.US
Michelle Gamboa
Ms. Nadia Gareeb
Margo George  
& Catherine Karrass

Winnifred Gin
Ms. Laura Glass-Hess
Golden State Opportunity
Mr. Brian Goldman
Goldman Fund
Grantmakers Concerned  
with Immigrants & Refugees

Kristi Graunke
Dr. Amy Greenstadt
Eva Grove*
Grove Foundation
Luis Guillen
Joel Guy
Edith Guyton
Ms. Elise K. Haas
Sameera Hafiz
Kevin Halcott
Dave Hanna
Fran Haulman
Heising-Simons Foundation
Rene Hendrix
Irma D. Herrera  
& Mark D. Levine

Judy Heyboer
Jean Hide-Cohen Fund
Annette Hilton
Professor Bill Ong Hing*  
& Dr. Lenora Fung 

Ms. Joyce Hing McGowan
Marcia & Ricardo Hofer
Barbara N Horn
Cynthia & Philip Housel
Jynx Houston
The Houston Endowment
Vincent Huang
Hurlbut Johnson  
Charitable Trusts 

Immigration Institute  
of the Bay Area

Impact Assets
The James Irvine Foundation
Paul Irwin
Israel/Best Family  
Charitable Fund

Jackson & Hertogs LLP
Dorinda Jennings
Jewell Stewart & Pratt PC
Mr. Josiah Johnson
JPB Foundation 
Ms. Eloise B. Kaeck
Kazan McClain Satterley  
& Greenwood

Jordan Keller
David Kent
Imran Khan
Michael Kiarie
Sallie Kim & Hubert Kim
Carolyn King
Kim & Shirley Kinoshita
Linda Kirchman
Ms. Maria Kivel & Paul Barrie
Ms. Karen Klein  
& Mr. Ben Golvin

Mr. Daniel Kleinman
Pilar Kraman
Shari Kurita & Sean Boyle
Jay Laefer

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE DONORS AND PARTNERS OF THE ILRC WHOSE INVESTMENT 
DONORS OF $100 OR MORE ARE LISTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BELOW:
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Lawrence Family Lumos 
Charitable Fund 

Lawrence Livermore  
National Laboratory

Elaine Leitner
The Lilac Fairy Giving Fund
Ms. Lisa P. Lindelef
Thomas V.  
& Francine Loran III

Ms. Rachel Magana
Mr. Fred Manaster
Siobhan Nolan Mangini  
& Luca Mangini*

Ms. Lynn Marcus
Hannah Marks
The Honorable Dana  
Leigh L. Marks

Lucia Martel Dow
Lisa Martin
Ms. Anita Martinez*
Urszula Masny-Latos
May & Stanley Smith 
Charitable Trust 

Geoffrey &  
Susan McCarthy-Miller

Barbara McCleary
Janet McGinnis
Miriam Melnick
Ms. Michelle Mercer*  
& Mr. Bruce Golden

Zoe Mercer-Golden
Mercury Foundation
Ms. Jeanne Merino
Mario Mero
Gregory Michalec
Minami Tamaki LLP
Krystal Morales
Morgan Stanley Gift Fund
The Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation

CJ Mosure
Claudia Munoz
Suresh Nagappan
Ashley Nakamura

National Immigration  
Law Center

Steven Nayowith
Network For Good
New Ventures Fund
Nancy Newman
Chuen-Wei Ng
Mark Noller
Norris Family Fund at 
Longmont Community 
Foundation

Open Society Foundations
Oppenheimer Funds
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
Ms. Deirdre O’Shea
Trina Ostrander
Panorama Global Fund
Rachel Park
Mr. David J. Pasternak
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund
Gino Persicone
Matthew Pfile
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP

Pizzo Family Charitable Fund
Richard Pope
Kathryn & Christopher Potts
Emily Powers
Brittany Presta
Thomas Pulliam
Daniel Purtell & Ashley Boren
Shalini Ray
Ms. Jennifer Reimer
Brittany Reyes
Michelle Rhea
Laurie W. Rice
Gregg Richardson
Mr. James Roberts
Arthur Rock &  
Toni Rembe Rock*

The Rock Foundation
David Rogers
Mr. David Rorick
Mr. Rodolfo Ruano*

San Francisco City & County 
Office of Civic Engagement  
& Immigrant Affairs

The San Francisco Foundation
Sapelo Foundation
Aaron Sarazan
Ms. Erica Schoenberger
Schwab Charitable
Julia M. B. Schwartz Fund
Clarence Seay
John & Dena Selix
Anuj Shah
Shartsis Friese LLP
Seth Sheldon
Michael & Janna Sidley
Sidley Austin LLP
Sierra Health Foundation
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation 

Sisters of Saint Dominic 
Congregation of the  
Most Holy Name

Debbie Smith &  
Lucas Guttentag

Solidarity Giving
Solomon Family  
Foundation Inc.

Ms. Lisa Spiegel*  
& Mr. Michael Ungar

Andrew Stanton
Mr. Kenneth S. Star
State Bar of California
Mr. Jay Martin Steinman
Bette & Christopher Stockton
April Stone
Beth Stone
Sunlight Giving
Alan Tafapolsky*  
& Randi Silverman

Tafapolsky & Smith
Sohrob Tahmasebi
Ms. Karen Talmadge
Mr. Bill Tamayo  
& Deborah J. Lee

Rebecca Tannenbaum

Susan Taylor & Robert Fabry
Ms. Mawuena Tendar*
Ms. Priya Thridandam
Tides Foundation
Umpqua Bank
Unbound Philanthropy  
Donald L. Ungar  
& Susan Romer

Union Bank
United Way of San Luis Obispo
Van Der Hout LLP
van Löben Sels/Rembe Rock  
Vanguard Charitable
Nandan Vani
Sarah vanOphuijsen
Nisha Varia
Wallace H. Coulter Foundation
Victoria Walsh
Ted Wang
Barbara Ware
Honorable James L. Warren*
Weaver Schlenger LLP
Brenda Wehle
Alan Weiner* & Mary Dent
Robert Wexler
Susanne Williams
Winky Foundation
Gin Winnifred
Ms. Mailine P. Wong
Ms. Virginia Wright  
& Mr. Richard P. Blamey

Dr. Roger Wu*  
& Ms. Ruth H. Wu

Mike & Kathy Yacullo
Hell Yeah
YourCause, LLC
Janet Yu
Isaac Zacharias
Zegar Family Foundation
Peggy & Lee Zeigler
Zellerbach Family Foundation
Michael Zimmerman
Rita Zota

ALLOWED US TO CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND DEFEND IMMIGRANT RIGHTS IN 2022.
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SIMPLY
SCAN THE 
CODE TO 
MAKE A 

GIFT!

SUPPORT OUR WORK!
The ILRC is a national nonprofit at the forefront of promoting 
and defending immigrant rights. We believe immigrants share 
a common vision with all Americans: a productive, happy, and 
healthy life for themselves and their families.

Join a community of funders who are committed to the ILRC’s 
mission to work with and educate immigrants, community 
organizations, and the legal sector to continue to build a 
democratic society that values diversity and the rights of all 
people.

Make your gift today by:

• Visiting www.ilrc.org/donate to make a donation online
• Visiting our More Ways to Give page to learn about 

additional ways to support the ILRC

Your gift will support the ILRC  
and the immigrant community.

Questions?  Contact Cynthia Tirado Housel, Director of Leadership 
Giving, at (415) 321-8570.

All contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. Tax ID #94-2939540.

ILRC.ORG/DONATE

To learn more, visit CharityNavigator.org
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