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I. Introduction to Parole and Recent Developments 
Parole power has been used in several contexts in modern U.S. history to assist discrete 
populations where existing policy failed to address certain humanitarian situations. Current 
legal authority for parole power is derived from INA § 212(d)(5)(A) which permits the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to grant parole for urgent humanitarian reasons or 
significant public benefit. The parole power is very broad and is in no way limited to certain 
nationalities or situations. However, various administrations have used this authority to create 
specific, nationality-based programs to assist vulnerable populations or those facing 
unreasonable barriers to relief resulting from natural disasters, social and political upheaval, or 
significant limitations of the immigration system. Most recently, the Biden Administration has 
used its parole authority to expand parole for certain nationals of certain countries in response 
to urgent humanitarian situations and to further other policy objectives.  

While parole programs do not create pathways to permanent status nor do they lessen the wait 
for immigrant visas, they do facilitate access to protection and family reunification for certain 
individuals. It is important for advocates to incorporate screening for eligibility for these parole 
program requirements into their client consultation tools and practice. This practice advisory 
will discuss the most recent updates regarding the following special parole programs:  

 Country Specific Programs:   
o Uniting for Ukraine  
o Operation Allies Welcome and Parole for Afghan Nationals  
o Parole for nationals of Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela  

 Family Reunification Parole  
 Central American Minors (CAM) Program 

For a more in-depth discussion of other special parole programs, please see ILRC’s manual 
Parole in Immigration Law. 

II. Country Specific Programs 

A. Uniting for Ukraine 
Uniting for Ukraine (UFU) was launched on April 25, 2022, as part of the U.S. policy response 
to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. First announced on April 21, 2022, the program opened a 
few days later to allow eligible Ukrainians and immediate family members outside of the United 
States entry for up to two years. In February 2023, DHS announced that over 267,000 
Ukrainians had been paroled into the United States.1 Certain Ukrainian nationals – specifically 
those who were granted humanitarian parole between February 24, 2022, and April 25, 2022, 
before the establishment of UFU - were granted an extension of parole for one year. Recently, 
DHS announced that those with a one-year grant could apply for re-parole for one year to align 

 
1The White House, Fact Sheet: One Year of Supporting Ukraine, (Feb. 21, 2023),  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/02/21/fact-sheet-one-year-of-
supporting-ukraine/  



 UPDATE:         SPECIAL PAROLE PROGRAMS 

 

UPDATES TO SPECIAL PAROLE PRORAMS | SEPTEMBER 2023 3 

 

with those individuals who were granted parole under UFU. 2 USCIS is still accepting 
applications for UFU parole for those who meet the eligibility requirements. 

To be eligible for UFU parole, a beneficiary must show they: 

 Resided in Ukraine immediately before the Russian invasion (through February 11, 
2022) and were displaced as a result of the invasion; 

 Are a Ukrainian citizen (or an eligible family member), with a valid passport; 
 Have a U.S. supporter (this can be an individual, a group of individuals, or an 

organization);3 
 Clear biographic and biometric security checks; and 
 Meet public health requirements (including COVID-19 vaccine).4 

A U.S. supporter must file Form I-134A, Online Request to be a Supporter and Declaration of 
Financial Support, with USCIS for each beneficiary. U.S supporters do not have to be a 
biological or legal family member of the beneficiary but must have some sort of lawful status 
including U.S. citizens and nationals, lawful and conditional permanent residents, valid U, T or 
VAWA nonimmigrant status, parole, deferred action (including DACA), asylees, refugees, TPS 
and Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) holders. 

Once Form I-134A is approved, USCIS sends the beneficiary a notification to set up a 
myUSCIS account to provide required biometric and health information and to attest to any 
family relationships for minor children. Once all information is received and approved. USCIS 
will send advanced authorization for the beneficiary to travel at their own expense. The window 
to travel is 90 days. Upon arrival, the beneficiary can apply for work authorization and a Social 
Security number and will be eligible for federal refugee benefits including health, nutrition, 
financial and other benefits, as well as some state benefits, depending on the state.5 

Since the beginning of the program, over 125,0006 Ukrainians have been paroled into the 
United States with sponsor applications filed from all 50 states.7 As UFU parolees have 
generally been granted parole for two years, in order to maintain parole status, the 
administration will need to establish a process for re-parole in late 2023 or early 2024. 

 
2 Department of Homeland Security, Uniting for Ukraine, (Last Updated April 28, 2023), 
https://www.dhs.gov/ukraine  
3 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Uniting for Ukraine (Aug. 5, 2022), 
https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine. 
4 Id.  
5 Office of Refugee Resettlement, Administration for Children and Families, Ukrainian Humanitarian 
Parolees Eligible for ORR Benefits and Services (May 6, 2022), 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL-22-13-Ukrainian-Humanitarian-Parolees-
Eligible-for-ORR-Benefits-and-Services.pdf. ORR provides funding to organizations to provide benefits and 
services. Here is a state-by-state listing of location organizations: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/map/find-
resources-and-contacts-your-state.  
6 Department of Homeland Security, Statement from Secretary Mayorkas on the Anniversary of the 
Establishment of Uniting for Ukraine,(April 21, 2023), https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/04/21/statement-
secretary-mayorkas-anniversary-establishment-uniting-ukraine  
7 Camilo Montoya-Galvez, A year into war, U.S. sponsors apply to welcome 216,000 Ukrainian refugees 
under Biden policy, CBS News (Feb. 24, 2023), https://www.cbsnews.com/news/a-year-into-war-u-s-
sponsors-apply-to-welcome-216000-ukrainian-refugees-under-biden-policy/  
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B. Operation Allies Welcome and Parole for Afghan Nationals 
Following the final withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan in August of 2021, the Biden 
Administration established Operation Allies Welcome (OAW), with the goal of assisting 
vulnerable Afghan nationals, some of whom were already in the United States and others who 
were still abroad and in Afghanistan.8 As part of OAW, DHS granted humanitarian parole to 
thousands of Afghans who entered the United States to seek asylum or continue with Special 
Immigrant Visas. In September 2022, DHS announced that Operation Allies Welcome would 
be renamed Operation Enduring Welcome with a focus on aiding Afghans who are eligible for 
Special Immigrant Visas and other refugee resettlement efforts and pivoting away from 
humanitarian parole.9 For those Afghans who were unable to apply for or be granted OAW 
parole, DHS stated that humanitarian parole would remain an option for those wishing to enter 
the United States.  However, only a small number of those humanitarian parole applications 
have been granted.10  

On May 5, 2023, in recognition of the ongoing situation in Afghanistan, DHS announced that 
Afghan OAW parolees would be eligible for re-parole for a period of two years and that the 
agency would be evaluating requests on a case-by-case basis.11 Those parolees whose I-94 
Arrival/Departure Record has a code of “OAR” or “PAR” are eligible to apply for re-parole using 
Form I-131 Application for Travel Document either on paper or online. Applicants can indicate 
if they want an Employment Authorization Document (EAD) on the form whether filed online or 
on paper. If approved, the notice will show that employment authorization has been extended 
to the expiration date of the new grant of parole and no application to renew the EAD is 
necessary. However, those wishing to apply for a new EAD are permitted to do so. In 
announcing the re-parole process, DHS also announced that re-parole requests for OAW 
parolees would be exempt from the filing fee for Form I-131 and Form I-765 (if requesting a 
new EAD). There is also no requirement that parolees submit another I-134 to be granted re-
parole. In August of 2023, ORR confirmed that Afghans with pending re-parole, asylum or 
adjustment of status applications would continue to be eligible for benefits while awaiting a 
decision in their case, even if the initial period of parole expires during the pendency of the 
new application.12 

 
8 Department of Homeland Security, Operation Allies Welcome, (Sept. 29, 2022,) 
https://www.dhs.gov/allieswelcome.  
9 Priscilla Alvarez, Biden administration pivoting to long-term strategy to assist Afghans, CNN, (Sept. 1, 
2022), https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/01/politics/afghan-
resettlement/index.html#:~:text=That%20operation%20is%20now%20being,in%20coming%20to%20the%20
US.  
10 Najib Aminy and Dhruv Mehrotra, The US Has Approved Only 123 Afghan Humanitarian Parole 
Applications in the Last Year, Reveal, (Aug. 19, 2022), https://revealnews.org/article/the-us-has-approved-
only-123-afghan-humanitarian-parole-applications-in-the-last-year/.  
11Department of Homeland Security, DHS Announces Upcoming Re-Parole Process for Afghan Nationals, 
(May 5, 2023), https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/05/05/dhs-announces-upcoming-re-parole-process-afghan-
nationals  
12Administration for Children and Families, Office of Refugee Resettlement, Continuation of ORR Services 
for Certain Afghans Who Have Filed for Re-parole, Asylum or Adjustment of Status, (Aug. 1, 2023), 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/PL%2023-06-continuation-of-orr-services-for-
afghans.pdf  
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Practice Tip: Applicants can file for re-parole either online or on paper using Form I-131. For 
those applying on paper, be sure to write “RE-PAROLE” at the top of Form I-131. Both online 
and paper applications have a space to indicate whether or not the applicant wants a new EAD 
(Part 8). For more detailed information on applying for re-parole, visit the USCIS web site, 
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/information-for-afghan-nationals/re-parole-process-for-
certain-afghans.  

C. Parole for Nationals of Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela 
On January 5, 2023, as part of the Biden Administration’s new border enforcement policies, 
DHS announced that a new parole program would be established for nationals of Cuba, Haiti, 
and Nicaragua. The program was an expansion of a parole program for Venezuelan nationals 
already in place since October 2022.13 Under this new initiative, referred to here as CHNV 
parole, up to 30,000 individuals from the four designated countries can be paroled into the 
United States per month for a period of two years.14 As of the end of July 2023, over 181,000 
individuals have been paroled into the United States under the program.15 CHNV parole is 
similar but not identical to OAW and UFU parole. CHNV parolees are not entitled to ORR 
benefits but are permitted to apply for an EAD in the (c)(11) category upon entering the United 
States.  

Applicants for CHVN parole must have a U.S. supporter with lawful status, including U.S. 
citizens and nationals, lawful permanent residents, nonimmigrants in valid status, asylees, 
refugees, parolee, TPS holders, DED holders or those with any type of deferred action 
(including DACA). The supporter must agree to provide financial support to the beneficiary for 
the duration of the parole period. This support includes providing housing and basic 
necessities, helping the beneficiary apply for work authorization, ensuring that medical needs 
are met and helping the beneficiary access education services as needed.  

A beneficiary must be outside of the United States (though they are not required to be in their 
home country), be a national of Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, or Venezuela or be an immediate 
relative (including common law partners) of a national and have a valid passport or travel 
document for international travel. Certified extensions of passports retain validity for purposes 
of CHNV parole and certain expired Venezuelan passports are considered valid for CHNV 
purposes.16 

 
13 Department of Homeland Security, DHS Announces New Migration Enforcement Process for 
Venezuelans, (Oct.12, 2022), https://www.dhs.gov/news/2022/10/12/dhs-announces-new-migration-
enforcement-process-venezuelans. 
14 The White House, Fact Sheet: Biden-⁠Harris Administration Announces New Border Enforcement 
Actions,(Jan. 5, 2023), https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/01/05/fact-
sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-new-border-enforcement-actions/  
15U.S. Customs and Border Protection, CBP Releases July 2023 Monthly Update (Aug. 18, 2023),  
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-releases-july-2023-monthly-update  
16U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Venezuela: Extension of Passport Validity, (June 29, 2023), 
https://help.cbp.gov/s/article/Article-1411?language=en_US  
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Because these programs are part of a larger strategy aimed at reducing the numbers of 
migrants who seek asylum or entry at the southern border, additional restrictions are in place 
for CHNV parole applicants compared to programs for Ukrainians or Afghans. Beneficiaries will 
not be granted CHNV parole if they: 

 Have a removal order from the past five years; 
 Entered the United States without inspection or crossed the Mexican or Panamanian 

border after the announcement date of the relevant program:  
o October 19, 2022 for Venezuelans 
o January 9, 2023 for Cubans, Haitians and Nicaraguans 

 Were interdicted at sea after April 27, 2023. 

Example: A Nicaraguan citizen who has decided to seek asylum in the United States for 
the first time and is currently traveling through Honduras can be a beneficiary for CHNV 
parole because she has not been removed from the United States or crossed into Mexico. 
However, if that same Nicaraguan citizen crosses into Mexico after January 9, 2023, she 
will be ineligible for CHNV parole. 

Unaccompanied children are also not eligible for CHNV parole, but instead will be processed 
and transferred to ORR custody if encountered by CBP. In engagements with stakeholders, 
DHS officials have confirmed that a child traveling without a parent or legal guardian, even as 
part of a parole process, will be processed as an unaccompanied minor.17 

The CHNV process is completed entirely online and there is no paper filing option.18 To begin 
the process, the U.S. supporter completes Form I-134A, Online Request to be a Supporter and 
Declaration of Financial Support, for each beneficiary, including minor children traveling with 
an adult beneficiary. This requires a myUSCIS online account. USCIS will assess the sponsor 
for financial suitability and other background checks at the agency’s discretion. Once the 
supporter is confirmed, the beneficiary will receive communication from USCIS to create a 
myUSCIS account to enter and confirm the information provided by the supporter. 
Beneficiaries will also have to attest to meeting public health requirements including vaccines, 
however there is no medical exam required to be granted CHNV parole. Beneficiaries will also 
have to download the CBP One mobile app to enter and confirm their biographic details again 
and must upload a passport-style photo to the app.  

Once all information is received through the CBP One app, CBP will advise whether travel 
authorization will be granted. Once granted, the authorization is valid for 90 days. Travel to the 
United States must be completed by air and beneficiaries or their supporters must pay for their 
own air travel. CBP will make the final parole determination at the port of entry and, if granted, 
the parole period will generally be for two years and parolees will be eligible to apply for an 
EAD. Unlike UFU and OAW, CHNV parolees are not entitled to health, nutrition or other 
benefits upon entry to the United States. 

 
17 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service, Process for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans and Venezuelans, 
(Last Reviewed/Updated July 12, 2023), https://www.uscis.gov/CHNV  
18 Id.  
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III. Family Reunification Parole 
Recently, the Biden Administration has expanded the availability of family reunification parole 
(FRP) programs, which enables certain beneficiaries (and their immediate family members) of 
approved family-based petitions to travel to the United States to reunify with their petitioners. In 
the past, the program was only open to Cuban nationals (initiated in 2007) and Haitian 
nationals (initiated in 2014), but in July 2023, eligibility was expanded to nationals of Colombia, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras.19  

The program is limited to those with an approved I-130 visa petition. There is no mechanism to 
apply for consideration for FRP, but rather the U.S. petitioner must wait for an invitation from 
the Department of State National Visa Center (NVC) to participate. The NVC will reach out 
electronically or via mail to invite petitioners to begin the process. Petitioners can ensure that 
all contact information is up to date by completing the NVC Public Inquiry Form.20 To be 
eligible to receive an invitation, a petitioner must: 

 Be a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident; 
 Have an approved I-130 petition for the beneficiary; and 
 Have received an invitation to participate from NVC 

In order to receive travel authorization and ultimately parole, the beneficiary must: 

 Be residing outside of the United States (there is no requirement that the beneficiary be 
residing in home country); 

 Be the principal or derivative beneficiary of an approved I-130 petition; 
 Be a national of Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti or Honduras;  
 Not have an immigrant visa at the time of invitation; and 
 Have a valid passport or other unexpired documentation to facilitate travel to the United 

States.    

In announcing the FRP expansion, DHS also announced updated procedures to the existing 
programs for Cuban21 and Haitian22 nationals. Due to security concerns, diplomatic challenges 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, the Cuban FRP program was halted in 2017 but operations 
resumed in 2022.23 USCIS did not issue new invitations at the time but began processing 
applications for those who had been invited to participate prior to the suspension of the 
program.24 The Haitian FRP program was terminated in 2019 by the Trump Administration, but 

 
19 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, DHS Announces Family Reunification Parole Processes for 
Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, (July 7, 2023),  https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/news-
releases/dhs-announces-family-reunification-parole-processes-for-colombia-el-salvador-guatemala-and-
honduras  
20 U.S. Department of State – Bureau of Consular Affairs, Public Inquiry Form, 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/ask-nvc.html  
21 Implementation of Changes to Cuban Family Reunification Parole Process, 88 CFR § 54639 (2023),  
22 Implementation of Changes to the Haitian Family Reunification Parole Process, 88 CFR § 54635 (2023).  
23 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, The Cuban Family Reunification Parole Program, (Sept. 1, 
2022), www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/cuban-family-reunification-parole-program. 
24 Id. 
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USCIS announced that it would reverse course in 2021.25 However, at the time of this writing, 
no new Haitian FRP invitations have been sent since June 2016 and no interviews have taken 
place since December 2019.26 The expansion and update announcements laid out a revised 
process for the FRP program and noted the shift to a mostly online process, negating the need 
for an in-person interview at the embassies.27  

Once the invitation is sent, the petitioner completes Form I-134A, Online Request to be a 
Supporter and Declaration of Financial Support. This form is only available online and requires 
a myUSCIS account to complete. Petitioners must complete an I-134A for each beneficiary, 
including derivatives.28 USCIS then completes background checks on the petitioner and 
beneficiary and evaluates the family relations between the principal beneficiary and any 
derivatives.  

The next step requires that the beneficiary also create a myUSCIS account, which is used to 
confirm biological and biographical information, including attesting to receiving required 
vaccinations and a medical exam (which must be completed in person). The medical exam 
must be completed before the attestations in the online account. Once the medical exam and 
attestations are completed and verified by USCIS, beneficiaries will be instructed to submit a 
request to travel through CBP One mobile application. CBP One collects biographical 
information, confirms attestations already submitted to USCIS and requires the beneficiary to 
digitally upload a photo, similar to a passport photo. 

In its discretion, CBP will provide travel authorization for the beneficiary and any derivatives. 
Beneficiaries must have valid travel documentation and must pay for their own air travel to the 
United States and enter through an interior port of entry (i.e., an airport). Beneficiaries under 
the age of 18 years old must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian, otherwise, CBP 
may treat the beneficiary as an unaccompanied child and transfer the child to ORR custody. 
As with all forms of parole, CBP has the discretion to grant or deny parole at the airport. The 
grants of parole are generally for three years and parolees are eligible to apply for an EAD in 
the (c)(11) category. 

Colombians, Salvadorans, Guatemalans and Hondurans will be not be eligible for FRP if they 
have attempted to enter the United States without inspection after July 10, 2023 (the 
announcement date for the program), unless they have been granted voluntary departure or 
withdrawn their application for admission.29 Applicants from these countries will also be 
considered ineligible if they are “interdicted at sea” after July 10, 2023, or if they have been 
removed from the United States within the previous five years or are inadmissible due to a 
prior removal order.30 These restrictions do not apply to Cubans and Haitians, but the long-
standing practice of considering a beneficiary’s immigration history will still be used to assess 

 
25 AILA, USCIS Guidance n Haitian Family Reunification Parole Program, (Sept. 29, 2021), 
https://www.aila.org/infonet/uscis-guidance-hfrp. 
26 Implementation of Changes to the Haitian Family Reunification Parole Process, 88 CFR § 54635, 54636 
(2023).  
27 Id.; Implementation of Changes to Cuban Family Reunification Parole Process, 88 CFR § 54639 (2023), 
28 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Family Reunification Parole Processes, (Last 
Reviewed/Updated Aug. 11, 2023), https://www.uscis.gov/FRP  
29 Id.  
30 Id. 
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eligibility for Cuban or Haitian FRP.31 Practitioners and applicants should be aware that as 
parole decisions are always made in the discretion of the agency and that many factors – 
including all inadmissibility factors – can be considered for a grant of parole. Further, a grant of 
parole does not indicate that these same factors will not cause issues in a future application for 
adjustment of status or any other application for an immigration benefit. 

Example: A Colombian citizen who was apprehended at the southern border after July 10, 
2023 and removed from the United States would be ineligible for FRP. The same 
Colombian citizen who was removed from the United States in March 2023, would be 
eligible for FRP. Similarly, a Cuban citizen who was removed from the United States at any 
time would retain eligibility for FRP. However, CBP could still, in the agency’s discretion, 
deny parole to the Cuban citizen and the Colombian citizen who was removed in March 
2023. 

NVC began to send invitations to eligible individuals from Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras 
and Nicaragua on July 31, 2023. Currently, there is no data available on processing times, 
approval rates or other procedural issues, though USCIS has stated that processing 
information will be available on the agency’s FRP web site32 at a later date. Separate web sites 
for Cuban Family Reunification Parole33and Haitian Family Reunification Parole34 remain on 
the USCIS web site, but similarly, do not include any data on processing times or approval 
rates. 

IV. CAM Parole 
The Central America Minors (CAM) Refugee and Parole Program was established in 2014 to 
provide a means for minors from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to safely reunite with 
a parent or legal guardian in the United States. The program is unique in that it is a hybrid 
refugee program and parole program. Beneficiaries are first screened for refugee status.35 If 
not eligible, they are considered for parole in the alternative. There is no publicly available 
application, and the U.S.-based parent or legal guardian must file the initial application through 
a designated refugee resettlement agency.36 Most CAM applicants are granted parole rather 
than refugee status and the refugee screening process can involve lengthy processing times, 
resulting in long delays as it is a prerequisite to the parole determination. The program is not 
designed for those parents and guardians who have alternative ways to petition for their minor 
children to enter the United States, such as U.S. citizens, refugees and asylees. It is also not 

 
31 Id. 
32 Id. 
33U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, The Cuban Family Reunification Parole Program, (Last 
Reviewed/Updated Aug. 11. 2023), https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/the-cuban-
family-reunification-parole-program  
34 U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, The Haitian Family Reunification Parole (HFRP) Program, 
(Last Reviewed/Updated Aug. 11. 2023), https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/the-
haitian-family-reunification-parole-hfrp-program  
35 See INA § 101(a)(42) for the legal definition of “refugee.” 
36 A list of recognized resettlement agencies throughout the US is available at https://www.wrapsnet.org/rp-
agency-contacts/.  
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intended for undocumented children already living in the United States. For a more detailed 
discussion of recent changes to the CAM program and the mechanics of the process, please 
see ILRC, The Central American Minors (CAM) Program, (Dec. 2022), 
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2023-
02/The%20Central%20American%20Minors%20%28CAM%29%20Program.pdf.  

The CAM program initially suffered from extensive delays and in 2017 was terminated by the 
Trump Administration.37 However, in 2021, the Biden Administration reopened the program 
with a focus on applications that were pending when the program was terminated.38 As part of 
the reopening, new eligibility criteria were announced expanding eligible petitioners to include 
legal guardians and expanding the eligibility to petitioners with pending applications for U visas 
and asylum. In April 2023, further enhancements were announced including increasing 
information collected where the parent is a step- or adoptive-parent to confirm the relationship, 
ensuring that those caught in limbo during the program’s termination in 2017 have access to a 
full and fair opportunity to be considered for the program, and replacing the filing of Form I-134 
Affidavit of Support with a statement of financial support by the parent or legal guardian.39 The 
changes also included a further expansion of the eligibility criteria further for parents with 
pending U visa applications by moving up the application-pending date to April 11, 2023 and 
adding parents with pending T visa applications as of April 11, 2023.40  

To be eligible for the program, a parent or legal guardian lawfully present in the United States 
must file the application for the program on the child’s behalf through a designated refugee 
resettlement agency. The parent or legal guardian must be at least 18 years of age and 
lawfully present in the United States pursuant to: lawful permanent residence, temporary 
protected status, deferred action (such as DACA or the U visa waitlist) (one year or more), 
parolee (one year or more), withholding of removal, deferred enforced departure, or with a 
pending application for asylum, a T visa or a U visa filed on or before April 11, 2023. 
Petitioners must remain in one of the qualifying statuses throughout the entire CAM process, 
up until and including the time the minor is issued travel documents enters the United States. 
Additionally, certain eligible family members, including the siblings and biological parent of the 
qualifying beneficiary can be eligible for the CAM program under certain circumstances.41 

  

 
37 David Nakamura, Trump administration ends Obama-era protection program for Central American minors, 
The Washington Post (Aug. 16, 2017).   
38 USCIS, Central American Minors (CAM) Refugee and Parole Program, (June 22, 2022), 
https://www.uscis.gov/CAM. 
39 Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration; Central American Minors Program, 88 CFR § 21694 
(2023).  
40 Id. 
41 Further guidance on who is an eligible family member can be found the USCIS CAM web site, 
https://www.uscis.gov/CAM. See also, ILRC, The Central American Minors (CAM) Program, (Dec. 2022), 
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2023-
02/The%20Central%20American%20Minors%20%28CAM%29%20Program.pdf.  
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Examples: 

     • A Salvadoran mother who has a U visa pending as of 2021 would be an eligible 
petitioner under the CAM Program for her two minor children who currently reside in El 
Salvador with her sister. As primary caregiver of the two children and biological sister of 
the petitioner, the children’s aunt may also qualify as an eligible family member. 

     • A Guatemalan father whose asylum application has been pending since 2020 can 
petition for his 15-year-old son who resides in Guatemala with his biological mother. 
The mother can be an eligible family member with the son, even though she and the 
father are not married. However, if the father’s asylum petition is denied before the 
completion of the CAM process and he does not have another qualifying status (such as 
a pending U Visa), his son and the son’s mother will no longer be eligible for the CAM 
program. Also, if the father is granted asylum while the CAM application was pending, 
the son and the mother would also lose CAM eligibility as the son would now be eligible 
to be petitioned through the regular asylee relative petition process. 

 Qualifying children must be: 

 The child (biological, step, or adopted) of the qualifying parent; 
 Under twenty-one years old; 
 Unmarried; 
 A national of El Salvador, Guatemala, or Honduras; and 
 Residing in one of those countries 

If found eligible for parole, the minor must complete a medical exam at the family’s own 
expense. Once completed, U.S. officials will contact the parent in the United States to make 
and pay for travel arrangements. Parolees are required to pay for their own travel, but travel 
must be booked through the International Organization for Migration (IOM).42 Once travel is 
booked, a Form I-512L parole document will be issued with a specific timeframe to travel, 
typically four months. 

Parole under the CAM program was previously granted for a two-year period, but the most 
recent update increased it to three years.43 That means a minor who enters on the program 
can live and work lawfully in the United States during that period. Parolees are eligible to 
apply, once in the United States, for employment authorization by filing Form I-765 and paying 
the requisite fee or submitting a fee waiver request on Form I-912. The category of the 
employment authorization that should be listed on Form I-765 is (c)(11).44 Applying for work 

 
42 If additional time is needed to secure funds to pay for the travel arrangements, officials at the consulate 
should be notified so the case can be administratively closed. However, applicants who require this extra 
time should be careful to not let the medical examination expire, which is only valid for a six-month period. 
Once the funds are secured and travel arrangements confirmed, the case can be reopened and proceed 
normally. 
43 Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration; Central American Minors Program, 88 CFR § 21694 
(2023). 
44 8 CFR § 274a.12(c)(11). 
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authorization is recommended even if the minor does not plan to work or is not of legal age to 
engage in employment in order to have a form of government-issued photo identification.  

CAM parolees are eligible to apply for re-parole at least ninety days before the expiration of the 
current parole period. Unlike the initial CAM application, the re-parole application does not 
require new proof of the qualifying family relationship and does not need to be completed 
through a refugee agency. However, USCIS will review the application for re-parole under the 
same criteria used for initial CAM applications. Re-parole applicants must file Form I-131, 
Application for Travel Document and include a completed Form I-134, Declaration of Financial 
Support, along with an explanation of why the person needs to remain in the United States. A 
fee for the I-131 or a fee waiver request must be included with the application. 

Practice Tip: Applicants for CAM re-parole must write “CAM re-parole” on top of the paper 
application. Re-parole applicants whose parole has expired due to the previous CAM 
termination and who have not applied for re-parole yet should also include a statement 
explaining why they did not apply for parole sooner. 
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About the Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
The Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) works with immigrants, community organizations, legal 
professionals, law enforcement, and policy makers to build a democratic society that values diversity and the 
rights of all people. Through community education programs, legal training and technical assistance, and policy 
development and advocacy, the ILRC’s mission is to protect and defend the fundamental rights of immigrant 
families and communities. 

 

 
 

     

 


