[AIAN 1IN

NIYCTIH

‘NOTLNILIA
WI SINQ134

U0I}UALIPPYOPYUI \ml_o.u.___ HSIA ‘$304M0S34 40U 404

NOILNSTLSC

s |

And now we're oing to
start 52%56
m<n£von_u_.

We're doing it now! We push
for changes by educating

ourselves, our communities,
and being creative about how
we do things! We can create
new and better ways...”

That's interesting,
but what can
reqular people like
me do to help make
those changes?



~.Now, lets hear from Rebecca, an advocate with the Immigrant Legal Resource Center.

It's

- possible!
ded in deterrence and A Right now
In recent decades, U.S. policy towards migrant youth has been largely u..o:: ed in ﬂ% h e o we spend
detention. To achieve systemic changes, the US. must make an intentional values Mr_ 0 . willons on
adopting 8 framework that explicitly centers the best interest of chidren. If we do this, we can pu institutional
changes that: settings for
children,
) 1) Advance switt reunification with famiy in the U.S. and keep family and kinbased units together at I see despite ﬁm«
the border absent concrete safety concerns. : what vﬂovgﬂ Y
2) Phase out large scale congregate settings. theyre owards

saying, but
how realistic is

3) Prioritize freedom of
movement and nossczé
integration rather than

confinement to institutional

settings

What if we redirected resources
to invest in the recommendations
of youth and advocates? It
might take time, but we need to
start shifting our priorities!
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| Wow, that's horrible! But iru are there so many kids meS:w..v

B, you organize around this, what do you
think?

Actually, I dont think the problem is children or their
parents! In my work, Ive seen children migrate for
a variety of reasons. A lot are migrating to reunite
with family in the U.S., some are fleeing difficult
situations, and some don't travel alone but

theyre separated from their caretakers at
the border. I think the real issue is
our federal policies and
practices.
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ORR subcontracts with different groups to |
maintain over 200 facilities, a network ranging
from shelter settings similar to group homes all
the way to more restrictive settings. Child welfare
experts, media coverage, whistleblowers, and the
testimony of directly impacted youth indicates the

risk for abuse and neglect is particularly high
when dealing with a large, institutional setting.
Sadly, a significant amount of ORR facilities fit
fr this bill. ]

-

It doesn't have
to be this way.
ORR used to operate
unlicensed emergency
intake facilities, as well as
secure sites which children
previously described a jailike.
_no__oi._:m
nosscaf
pressure, ORR
did the right
thing and is
not currently using those models.
There's a lot of space to build off
those steps. We're 9oing to a rally
tomorrow. Zru dont you come

with us? /
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What do
you mean®?
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