
1. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN SILENT. 
Your right to remain silent is a powerful right 
under the U.S. Constitution. Exercising this 
right when approached by ICE can protect you 
from saying something that they may use to 
deport you. If ICE approaches you clearly state 
that you are choosing to remain silent. ICE will 
likely continue to ask you questions. Remain 
silent and answer none of their questions until 
you speak with a lawyer if you are detained, 
especially about your birthplace, immigration 
status, or how you entered the United States. 
ICE may use intimidation tactics to get you to 
speak or incriminate yourself through actions 
(e.g., line up according to immigration status). 
Continue to remain silent and do not fall for 
their tricks. If you are arrested, your decision 
to remain silent may change depending on the 
facts of your case (e.g., your length of time in 
the United States, if you have a fear of returning 
to your country, etc.). Speak with an attorney 
and make a plan to prepare for this situation. 

2. REMAIN CALM AND DO NOT 
RUN AWAY. 
If ICE approaches you on the street, do not run 
away, as this could be a reason for ICE to arrest 
you. Do not consent for them to search your 
person or property. Do not provide any foreign 
or false documents. If ICE questions you on 
the street, ask if you are free to leave. If they 
say you are free to leave, calmly and silently 
walk away. Speak with an attorney about what 
documentation you should and should not 
carry with you. 

3. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO DEMAND A JUDICIAL 
WARRANT BEFORE LETTING 
ICE INTO YOUR HOME. 
You have the right under the U.S. Constitution 
to be protected from unreasonable searches 
and seizures. This means ICE cannot enter 
your home without a valid judicial warrant. An 
ICE warrant is NOT a judicial warrant. An ICE 
warrant does NOT give ICE the authority to 
enter your home and conduct a search. If ICE 
claims they have a warrant, do not open the 
door (even a little) for them to show it to you. 
Ask them to slip it under the door or show it 
through a window.   

4. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
SPEAK WITH A LAWYER IF 
YOU ARE ARRESTED. 
If you are in ICE custody, do not sign anything 
without speaking with an attorney first as 
it could eliminate your right to speak with 
a lawyer or have a hearing in front of an 
immigration judge.   

5. U.S. CITIZEN ALLIES CAN 
PLAY A VITAL ROLE. 
You have a right under the First Amendment 
to record or take photos in public view of law 
enforcement and ICE so long as you do not 
interfere with an arrest. Obtain important 
information about what you witnessed (names, 
phone numbers of any witnesses, badge 
numbers, etc.). 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS WHEN 
CONFRONTED 
BY ICE 

x 

For more Know Your Rights tools, 
visit ilrc.me/protect 

EVERYONE – REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS – HAS RIGHTS IN THIS COUNTRY. PERIOD. 

https://ilrc.me/protect
https://www.genzforchange.org/
https://ilrc.me/protect
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