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The Trump Administration is rapidly expanding the 287(g) immigration enforcement 
program. This program worsens police discrimination and increases the risk of 
arrest, detention, and deportation for immigrants living in or traveling in places that 
participate in the 287(g) program.

WHAT IS A 287(G) AGREEMENT?
A 287(g) agreement gives certain federal immigration enforcement powers to local 
and state law police who normally would not have legal authority to make immigration 
arrests or do other federal immigration enforcement activities. 

There are three main kinds of 287(g) agreements: 

 � Warrant Service Officer model 

 � Jail Enforcement model 

 � Task Force model 

The differences are that the “Warrant Service Officer” model only gives limited 
powers to the local agency. The “Jail Enforcement Model” gives more immigration 
enforcement powers to the local law enforcement agency, but still only within the jail 
operations. The “Task Force” model grants the most powers and effectively gives local 
or state law enforcement officers most of the powers of immigration enforcement 
agents. 

Under 287(g), local police or sheriffs carry out 

immigration enforcement that they normally do not do. 

MARCH 2025

WHAT TO UNDERSTAND  
ABOUT THE 287(G) PROGRAM

https://www.ilrc.org
http://ilrc.org


continued on next page

continued...

TEACHING, INTERPRETING,  
& CHANGING LAW SINCE 1979

COMMUNITY  
ALERT

ILRC.ORG PG. 2

HOW DO THESE AGREEMENTS GET MADE?  
The 287(g) program requires that a local or state agency apply to participate and then 
sign an agreement with Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE). This agreement 
specifies what immigration enforcement powers are granted to the local agency. Upon 
completion of this agreement and training of the participating officers, those officers 
will be able to act like ICE agents within their jail or in conducting their other law 
enforcement activities. 

The participating agency does not receive any money from ICE for doing this. It is 
entirely funded by existing local budgets. 

HOW DO 287(G) AGREEMENTS IMPACT IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES? 
Normally, local police can only stop or arrest people based on the laws of their state. 
Under 287(g), designated officers can also stop, interrogate, arrest, or transport 
immigrants based purely on immigration violations. 

For example, without 287(g), police can stop drivers for traffic violations or detain 
someone they suspect committed a crime, such as stealing. Generally, police cannot 
legally stop or detain a person just based on immigration violations. Even if they stop 
or arrest the person based on suspicion of a crime, they cannot legally continue to 
detain that person based only on civil immigration violations. But an officer who has 
been designated under 287(g) can. In particular, under the “Task Force” type 287(g) 
agreement, they may act just like ICE, such as going to homes and asking people 
about their immigration status. 

Sometimes police say that they stopped a person based on a traffic violation or 
some other reason, but they actually targeted that person because of their race 
or ethnicity. This is racial profiling. In 287(g) jurisdictions this is more likely to 
happen because 287(g) designated officers can have been granted more power and 
encouraged to target immigrant communities.  
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Increased involvement of local police with ICE results in more detention and 
deportation. 

The 287(g) program is not the only way that local police or sheriffs may be involved 
in immigration enforcement. For information about how sheriffs in particular may be 
connected to deportations, see our breakdown here.  

HOW HAS THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION EXPANDED THE 287(G) 
PROGRAM?  
Historically, 287(g) agreements have only existed in a relatively small number of 
places, mostly some county jails in a handful of states. Many communities have 
enacted policies limiting their involvement in deportations and have avoided or 
terminated 287(g) agreements. But more recently, some states have taken to 
threatening immigrant communities and forcefully turning law enforcement against 
them. Florida, Georgia, and other states have recently passed state laws specifically 
requiring all their counties to participate in 287(g). Meanwhile, in the last few months, 
the Trump Administration has expanded it to hundreds of new jurisdictions.

This rapid expansion will change the way local communities – in particular immigrants 
and communities of color – experience policing, as now more and more state and local 
police will be legally empowered to act as immigration agents. 

The growth of the 287g program, in particular of the Task Force Model, further fuels 
Trump’s mass deportation agenda by expanding the dragnet for putting people into 
the arrest to deportation pipeline.

HOW CAN I CHECK IF I LIVE IN A PLACE WITH 287(G) OFFICERS? 
For the most up to date information about what agencies have active 287(g) 
agreements, check ICE’s webpage: https://www.ice.gov/identify-and-arrest/287g  

The ILRC also provides an interactive map of 287(g) agreements and other resources 

https://www.ilrc.org
http://ilrc.org
https://www.ilrc.org/practitioners/role-sheriffs-and-arrest-deportation-pipeline
https://www.ice.gov/identify-and-arrest/287g
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Discover more community explainers, toolkits,  
& alerts about immigration law.

FOLLOW US

Are you a California Community College (CCC) or a California State University 
(CSU) student? If so, you qualify for FREE immigration legal services!

FIND OUT MORE CCC: findyourally.com CSU: findyourally.com/csu

for immigrants and advocates about 287(g): ilrc.me/287g

I’M IN A 287(G) JURISDICTION AND DON’T HAVE LAWFUL STATUS 
YET. WHAT SHOULD I DO? 
Everyone in the U.S. has rights, regardless of immigration status. It is important 
to know your rights, in particular when interacting with law enforcement agents, 
whether it is local police or ICE. To access vital know-your-rights community tools, 
visit ilrc.me/protect.  

https://www.ilrc.org
http://ilrc.org
http://findyourally.com
http://findyourally.com/csu
https://www.facebook.com/immigrantlegalresourcecenter
https://www.instagram.com/the_ilrc/
https://twitter.com/the_ilrc
https://www.tiktok.com/@the_ilrc
https://ilrc.me/287g
https://ilrc.me/protect
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