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DEFINITIONS

of some words used in this booklet

CIS or US Citizenship & Immigration Services: The federal government agency
that approves or denies immigration and citizenship applications.

Immigration Court: The federal government court that decides whether or not
people should be deported.

Immigration Consultant: A person or company who can help you file documents
and applications with U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services.

Lawyer/Attorney: A person with a law degree who is licensed by the state to give
legal advice and represent people in immigration court and handle other legal matters.

Accredited Representative: A person who works for a non-profit organization or
agency that is licensed by the federal government to provide immigration legal
services and represent clients in immigration interviews and court hearings.

Lawful Permanent Residence: The legal status of being permitted to remain
permanently in the United States, even though you’re not a citizen of the United
States. Also called a “green card” or “mica,” or “LPR status.”

Political Asylum: An immigration status given to people who have experienced or
who have a fear of persecution in their home countries because of their political
opinion, race, religion, ethnicity or membership in a social group.

Naturalization: The process of applying for U.S. Citizenship (you have to be a
lawful permanent resident, usually for at least 5 years, before you can become a U.S.
citizen).

Employment Authorization: A temporary “work permit” from CIS that may be
granted to people with some kinds of applications pending before CIS or the
immigration court.

Labor Certification: The first stage in a 3 stage process where an employer is
applying for lawful permanent residence on behalf of an employee. The employer
must prove that there is a shortage of U.S. workers in the employee’s type of job.






507 AND HOW
WILL WE

q

T WELL 1 VE GOT THIS GUYS NAME, IT3 MIKE
WATSON, AND HES A LAWYER AND MY FRIEND
S\ VULIO SAID HES DOING HIS PAPERS FOR HIM.

-wn::},\.\mﬂl

1

T DONT KNOW ABoUT
THIS, SOUNDS T00
GOOD T0 BE TRUE,

TULIO 15 A DISHWASHER T00; HE WORKS
ACROSS THE STREET AT CAFE LOLA.

—_— . YOU GO S5EE HIM AND - ' \'”)\\ T
N TELL US WHAT HE 5AY5. A / //
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The Green Card through Work Scam

ONE OF MY FRIENDS TOLO ME L CouLD
GET A GREEN CARD THROUGH MY VOB,

I M A DISHWASHER IN
THE CAFFE ROSA.,

BEEN THERE
7 YEAKS

CHARGE
THERE ?

Wit e De’
INILLING TO
| SPONSOR YOU?

WHOS IN (71 VE GOT A GOOO THING
G

OING WITH THE BO55,
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The Green Card through Work Scam

ANOTHER WEEK LATER I CAN HELP YOUR EMPLOYE £
| HERE GET A GREEN CARD. IT UL TAKE A

LONG TIME, BUT HE UL BE LEGAL.

AN

WHAT L WANT TOKNOW 15 IF THERES
GOING TO BE A PROBLEM WITH THIS.
YOU KNOW GERARDOS WORKING
vam THE TABLE .

TUIS APPLICATION DOESNT GO TO
IMMIGRATION. IT"GOES TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, AND
THEY DON T HAVE TIME TO REPORT
EVERYONE TD IMMIGRATION.

T DONT WANT 1D
GET IN TROUBLE WITH
[MMIGRATION.

A5 LONG A5 GERARDD 15
WILLING TO PAY THE FEE AND
TUERE 5 NO RISK TO ME AND MY
BUSINESS,T'M GAME .

HE S A GOOD
EMPLOYEE BEEN WORKING
FORME FOR 7 YEARS,




The Green Card through Work Scam

THE PAPERS ARE T0 GET GERARDO A
LABOR CERTIFICATION, 50 HE CAN GET
HIS GREEN CARD LATER ON. GERARDO YoU
NEED 10 PAY ME #3000 TO START, THAT
@, JOESNT INCLUDE EXTRA EXPENSES

ALL YOU HAVE 10 DO

1% 516N 50ME PAPERS,
AND 1 1L TAKE 5/?/«’5
OF THE {¥£5T .

SHOULONT YOU <
DRAW UP A
CONT/?AC)"’ <

Z THIG PIECE OF PAPER WILL BE ENOUGH .
ITSAYS [l O0A LADOR CERTIFICATION

&

How DoEs
THIS WORK?

‘ 4 /75 OK ANTONIO,

TM THE ONE PAYING
THE OILL.

[ 2 vears Larer

:»i,:_\\\
ll" =
——s O

- HEY GERARDO, YOU HEAR ANYTHING
YET ON YOUR GREEN CARD APPLICATION 2
/f5 BEEN 4 LONG TIME AND YOUR S WAS
.5£/Vf /N BEFORE M/N£

AN

(T SURE HAS, 5[/7’
’ WATSO0N T0LO ME /f COULD TAKE
?

THIS LONG FOR A LABOR CERTIFICATION
507 M GOING TO BE PATIENT.




The Green Card through Work Scam

> 1 HEARD THAT ONLY PEOPLE WITH LOTS
OF EQUCATION COULD GEF A LABOR

CERTIFICATION. ARE YOU SURE THHS GilY
ISNT JUST TAKING YOUR MONEY,

YOU GUYS BETIER
BE CAREFIIL,

WHATS THAT GUYS
NAME AGAIN ?

~ . ol
7 ik £ie 6o | | ANYWAY, ZM GOING T0 WAIT AND 5E€ (F ANYTHING GOOD
| SE Him To. COMES OF YOUR APPLICATION BEFORE T DO ANYTHING.
AYEAR LATER T o e me /Z/%jrf,’
THESE GUIYS WERE ILLEGAL, YOU HAD %«//5 ,f,” A
7D KNOW. YOU FILED LABOR CERT. ’
APPLICATIONS FOR THEM. I TRIED T0 MAKE
= THESE GUYS LEGAL.

FOR HIRING 11LE6ALS, i

COMEON MAN, YOU CANT GET A LABOR CERT FOR W, % %ﬁ_\‘;‘
DISHWASHERS ! THAT 5 ONLY FOR PEOPLE WIn SPECIAL SKILLS!) W T

LOOK, 1 OONT MAKE THE RULES, I JUST ENFORCE THEM, @\/ > 3

S 1%
425 IR
/ 4 1F IT WASNT FOR
YOU RE NOT SUPPoSE TO WIRE PEOPLE WITHOUT PAPERS, Z%ﬁzg ,f,,”f; f,ﬁf,’j’;’”
THESE GUYS ARE GOING TO 6!fﬂ£ﬂ0ﬂﬂ-’0 AND You I/ﬂV[Nfll/fK//Afpfﬂfﬁ
ARE GOING TO GET FINED, THATS THE LAW. - :
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The Green Card through Work Scam

MAN, AM L REAILY 60//\/6

Z DAYS LATER, MR MENUCLIS LAN OFFILE | “' il =l
70 HAVE T PAY A FINE ]

— 7= A

() ~~

4

4

S—

7 KNOW THESE GUYS WERE WORKING UNDER THE TRBLE BYT THE OTHER
LAWYER WATSON 5410 THAT 7 WOULONT GETINTO TROUBLE AND THEY WOULD
GET 6k££N CARDS I AM JUST TRYING TOHELP ; THEY RE ALL GOOD GUYS.

WELL, TUIS GUY
WATSON 010 NOT TELL
YOU THE TRUTH.,

YOU WERE FOOLED AND
YOUR EMPLOYEES ARE IN
WORSE TROUGLE THAN YOU,

7 X TH/% /5
O 2Ly A MESS)

IN THE RESTALRANT AND I VE
LOST HALE MY STAFF, NOT
70 MENTION THE FINE .

TUEY QUESTIONED EVERYDGOOY

MAYGBE T LAN HELP S0P OF YOUR GUYS THAT
WERE ARRESTED, ARE YOU IN TOUCH WITH
L ANY OF THEM, OR THEIR FAMILIES 7

12



The Green Card through Work Scam

MOST OF THEM PROBABLY LIlLL ENO ele|e|v | ZLL SEE RIGHT MOW, THIER
UpP BEING DEPORTED, BUTVUST IN CASE FAMILIES ARE TRYING 70
THEY HAVE SOME RELIEF AVAILABLE /7 SCRAPE TOGETHER

[M/L /‘70/1/5 Y.

- -] e -
-_—
-

UP THEIR RIGHTS TOA HEARING, EVEN
IF THEY RE BEING PRESSURED BY THE

ANTONIO TOLD ME TO LOME
SEE YOU. HES A PRETTY GOOD

GUY; 700 BAD WE ALL GOTHENTED
BY THAT WATSON GLY, D0 You KNOW

) PAID UM 525002 AND FOR WHATZNOW
I VE GOT T0 PAY BAIL, VE L0ST MY 083
AND IT LOOKS LIKE 114 BE DEPORTED
ISNT THERE SDITETHING I CAN DO

7 HAVENT L{EARD OF HIM. BUT 7'//!/1[ 4@[ LOTS OF PEOPZ[ LIKE HIM Wi o
PREY ON IMMIGRANTS. 50ME ARE LAWYERS, SO0ME ARENT. YOU CAN CHECK THE
STATE BAR WHICH 15 THE OR GANIZATION THAT LICENSES LAWYERS,
7O S€€ [F S0MEONE REALLY 15 A LAWYER.
i
T IE HESNOT LICENSED
IN THIS STATE, 4E MAY £
ABLE TO PRACTIEE (MMIGRATION LAW
ANYWAY, BUT HE WOULD HAVE HAD TO
TELL YOU WHAT STATE HES LICENSED IN.

13



The Green Card through Work Scam

YOU CAN CHECK WITH THE AT (F HES PEDPLE LIHO ARE NOT
STATE BAR OF THAT STATE NOT A LAWYER ? LAWYERS BUT HELP PEOPLE
TO SE€ IF WEHAS A LICENSE 7 REALLY TN WITH THEIR IMMIGRATION

DONT KNOW. PAPERS ARECALLED
D IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS,

I HES REALLY A LAWYER, _

YOU SHOULD FILE A " THEY HAVE 1D
COMPLAINT AGANSTHIM, FOLLOW THE LAWS
7 CANHELP YOUu 7

WITH THAT, A5 y

THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED TO PRETEND THAT THEY ARE LAWYERS OR
IMMIGRATION EXPERTS, THE ONLY NON-ATTORNEYS THAT CAN GIVE YOU
LEGAL ADVICE ARE CALLED '"ALCREDITED REPRESENTATIVES,

P UELL, THESE GUYS
CHARGED ENORMOUS FEES.

RECOGNIZED BY THE
GOVERNMENT AND MUST
CHARGE VERY LOW FEES.

——

L l5H L HAD KNOWN THS sTure Y
BEFORE 1 GOT RIPPED OFF!




MANY PEOPLE LIKE YOU HAVE
OEEN CHEATED BY PEOALE I DIONT KNOW

PRETENDING TO p€ 7415 BEFORE
IMMIGRATION EXPERTS,

T

The Green Card through Work Scam

700 GAD

LISTEN, RAllL, TM GOING TO

TRY TO HELP YOU, BUT I D
LIKE YOU 1D LET ME TRY TD
D0 SOMETHING ABour
TEIS GUY WATSON.

TDAL50 LIKE YOU TD | [

TELL YOUR FRIENDS [ COULD FILE A COMPIAINT B H

WHAT To WATCH our \ 17 e cuy 15 AN £, = 14

FOR, 50 THEY DONT o\ ATTORNEY.

BECOME VIETIMS T00. L\‘
o

“yourotomEZ S|

s THERE ARE SOME

BUT WHAT CAN [
THINGS YOU CAN DO

00 IF HES NOT ?

YOU CAN SUEHIM FOR THE MONEY HE CHEATED YOU OUT OF, YOU CAN REPORT HIM
T0 THE DISTRICT ATTORKNEY 5 OFFICE THE DISTRICT AITORNEY /5 THE DFFILE THAT

| PROSCUTES CRIMES INA COUNTY, AND ALSO PROTECTS VIETIMS OF FRAUD- J

Brey T
Iﬁ'_eln ~

WHAT THIS GUY
WATsSoN 010 (5 4
CR/ME

WiLL 00 THIS TYPE OF

CASE, SOME LIoN T




The Green Card through Work Scam

HEY MAN A LOT OF TIMES, DISTRICT ATTORNEYS JONOT <
1M ILLEGAL 4l H REPORT PEOPLES /MM/&R/WONJM TUS.
WHY WIOULD T
GO TO THE DISTRICT
ATTORNEY?,
WONT HE REPORT
< ME T0 THE IMMIGRATION
SERVICES ?
(U ol W Y70 cxamoce, m san caancisco, ano some
3 ¢ W\ OTHER CITIES THE POLICE AND DISTRICT ATTORNEYS
ARE NOT PERMITTED TD REPORT A PERSON'S

IMMIGRATION STATUS O THE IMI6A4 TION SERVICE.
W %k0 anvway, voure Qe P wornime worsé " :
'.

—
- 3T

——

C ALreADY IV OevoRTATON). ¢ CAN HAPPEN TD
PROCEEDINGS. - YOU NOW .

}‘“ iy

7 GUESS YOURE RIGHT. WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 1S THE MOST IMPORTANT
I REALLY WANT TO GET | | THING TO TELL PEOPLE 50 THEY CAN AVOID BEING
MY MONEY CACK.

AND I WANT THIS
GUY TV E Pur our
OF OUSINESS !

" NARAEE
f‘*’ t e
X
f\ PL:.. Ir | y IT MAY BE A .:_:
R ’ —

_SCAM,
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The Green Card through Work Scam

[ Sécong, THIRD; FOURTH
TALK TO MORE THAN ONE | | DONT S16N ANYTHING THAT | | 1F THE PERSON HELPING
PERSON T0 SE€ IFTHEY TELL| | YOU DONT COMPLETELY YOU WONT ANSWER YOUR
YOU THE SAME THING. UNDERSTANG, ESPECIALLY | | QUESTIONS THATS A BAD

BLANK DOCUMENTS ! SIGN. EINDSOMEONE ELSE!

(T MAKES PTE ANGRY WHEN PEOPLE GET SCAMIMED LikE
YOU 010, T WL TRY TO HELP YOU. BUT 111 NOT SURE
ANYTHING CAN BE DONE FOR YOU AT THIS POINT.
BUT I WOULD ALSO LIKE YOUTO LET YOUR FRIENDS AND

T WISH1 HAD MET |
YOU BEFORE ALL
THIS HAPPENED,

THEMSELVES FROM BECOMING VIC f/M.S LIKE YOU,

N

—( MET00., \\ IT5 VERY IMPORTANT, azmwu//mr HAPPENED 70 YOU
| GOES ON ALL THE TIME, I M SICK OF HEARING ABOUT i_

FAMILY AND ANYONE ELSE YOI KNOW, HOW 70 PROTECT

Tl TRY, BUT I CANT POS51BLY
REMEMBER EVERYTHING You T0LD
ME JUST NOW, 11 STILL IN i
_6#0&/( OVER ALL mxs , y
I |
! YOU DONTHAVE TO REMEMBER
AT LVERYTHING, I HAVE A FLYER THAT CONTAINS ALL THE

\° - -(/NEORMATION I JUST T0LO YOU, PLUS MORE. HERE TAKE SOME

== ST T NOW,LETS TALK ABOUT YOUR PN,

< e
~T—= SITUATION AND WHETHER T CAN HELP
T~ YOU OUT OF THIS MESS, >~

]
—

COPIES AND PASS THEM OUT 70 YOUR FRIENDS. [_

*See flyer on the last page of this booklet for more information on avoiding
immigration fraud.
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Summary Points for the Green Card
through Work Scam

REMEMBER:

e Youcan’t get a green card through a job unless you have very special skills.

e For example, you can’t get a green card through work if you are a dishwasher, or
a laborer.

e If someone promises you a green card through a job, be very careful. Only talk to
someone who knows about employment-based visas. Usually, only licensed
attorneys do employment-based immigration petitions.

e Ifyou talk to a lawyer, ask where he or she is licensed to practice law. You can
call the “State Bar” of the state where the person is licensed to see if he or she is
licensed.

e If you go to someone who is not a lawyer, you may be asking for trouble.

e Some people who are not lawyers are allowed to provide immigration services.
They are called “accredited representatives” and must work for an “accredited
organization,” but most accredited representatives DO NOT do employment

immigration cases.

e Don’t go to someone who is not a lawyer or accredited representative to
immigrate through your employment.

e No matter who you go to, don’t be afraid to ask questions. Someone who doesn’t
want to answer your questions might be trying to defraud you.

e Don’t be afraid to get a second opinion. You have right to know what is the truth.
e You have a right to a written contract for the immigration services provided.
e Do not sign papers that you do not understand.

e [f'the person helping you will not answer your questions, find someone else to
help you.

e Review the attached Know Your Rights handout.



The Naturalization Dlsablllty Scam
YOU KNOW, ] VE BEEN A PERMANENT ==

RESIDENT FOR 15 YEARS AND. WANT T0 DECOME o
A LS, LITIZEN. BUT IM AFRAID 111 FAIL THE TEST, x
THE ENGLISH 15 50 HARD FOR ME.

lv7 . ll// L

V. 1 H | {w Tl‘lu

HOW CAN THAT BE 7

T0 TAKE THETEST .

=

~3 T THOUGHT EVERYONE HAD
\‘
/

HEY, L KNOW
A LAWYER WHO CAN

V HELP 50 YOU WONT HAVE
N0 TAHE THE TEST, A=

WP corre wir me
 TOMORROL 7O SEE HIM, HIS
/VAMZ 15 MR, MNY[R m

> Mg NOT EVERYBODY,
AND THIS LAWYER KNOWS
HOW T0 0O 1T,

//‘\

rn :

%
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The Naturalization Disability Scam

| VES EVEN THOUGH

MR LAWYER ST > S0 vou wanT 7o
OFFICE BECOMEA US, CITIZEN BUT (| 2 Ve BEEN HERE A
YOU RE AFRAID OF THETEST, LONG TIME T AM 5TIUL

NERVOUS ABOUT MY

””:l!'.,“!lu...
ik

[l‘l

ENGLISH, ESPECIALLY
WRITING IT,

.L | SR VU, SSEENY VI S

v/ — KPS
)\
g Z 77770t N

J GUESS You

YOU HAVE TROUBLEY ~ COULD SRY THAT,

LEARNING, RIGHT?4  BUT IT3 MORE
THE ENGLISH...

J

1 CAN HELP You BuT
IT WL LO5T You.
I LL NEED F000
AND I LL HAVE TO SEND You
704 DOCTDR, W% FEF 15 EXTRA,

THE DOCTOR WILL SHOW THE
T NEED A | IMMIGRATION SERVICE WHY
NJOCTOR ? YOU SHOULD NOT HAVE T
TAKE THE TEST BECAUSE YOU

WILL GET A DISABILITY WAIVER .
DONT WORRY. IT5 A FORMALITY,

NOW 516N THIS FORM aND AAY i
YOUR*3000. WE PREFER CASH,




The Naturalization Disability Scam

DOLTOR % OFFICE /A 4 | anoyvoure maaziep ano

HAVE CHILDREN, LORRELT ?

YEARS OLD AND YOU CAME HERE
WHEN YOU WERE 35. /5
' THAT RIGHT 7

YES, MY HUSBAND AN 1 OWN
A DRY CLEANING BLBINESS AND
OUR T CHILDREN ARE IN COU F6E.

YE5 7 D0, TWORK
-/ INTHE BUSINESS
WITH My HUSGAND.
I 00 SEWING FOR OUR
CLISTOMERS T00. A~

OK, THATS NOT N\
REALLY WORKING.THATS
JUST HELPING OUT, OK Z

THINK THATS AL, /|

NO TVE GOT EVERYHING T
NEED FROM YOUR WORKSHEET
THAT MR LAWYER GAVE ME.

DONT YOU HAVE ANV
OTHER QUESTIONS?
NNy

. P

780 MAIL THIS FORM
BACK T0 MR LAWYER
S0 HE CAN FILE YOUR

21



The Naturalization Disability Scam

AVEAR LATER : INTERVIEW BEFORE IMITIGRATION ‘
YOU VE APPLIFD FOR A DISABLITY WAIVER, BUT THIS

1T 5AYS HERE THAT
YOU HAVE A LEARNING .
DISABLITY AND DIFFICULTY

CONCENTRATING, /5
THAT TRUE 7

LAGY You KNOW
IT5 A FRAUD TO
PRETEND SDMETHING 4

THATS NoOT TRUE,

/-
/

; bﬁ

\

<
m\\

e 1 ourzNever inrenoep 10
1 Prereno anvrvine, e
A D0CIOR AND THE LAWYER LD
ME EVERYTHING WOULO DE OK.

\

, / 2T
b
’)

BUT I CANNOT APPROVE YOUR APDLICATION
UNLESS YOU TAKE THE TEST IN é7V61/5H BECAUSE THE
WAIVER YOoU SLBMITTED WONT' WORK.

22

WALUER 15 NOT ALCEPTABLE, INEALT TVE SEEN DOZENS OF
THEM FROM TH( DOCTOR AND THEY AL mrmsmz mm

THE LANYER 51D L WOULD
NOT NEED T0 TAKE THE TEST
| WITH THE DOCTORS LEITER.

BASED ON FRAUD, BECAUSE

LADY [M GOING TO BE NiCk
70 YoU, T AM NOT GOING 70
DENY YOUR APPLICATION

I THINK MAYDE YOU WERE
FOOLED DY THESE PEOPLE.

.l."

BUT 1M NOT PREPARED,

1 DIDNT 6NOW!




The Naturalization Disability Scam

ONE MONTH LATER
WITH HER DAUGHTER
AND THEN HE 1010 ME
1 SHOULD WITHORAK MY
APALICATION, 501 DID,

rﬁav MAYBE YOU!

SHOULD WITHORAN TH 15
APPLICATION AND THI5
mﬁ:ﬁ/’ﬂ/ﬂf Y MIVER NOW.

ves
OFFICER

Y010 You TRY 70 GEF
YOUR MONEY BACK FROM
MR LAWIVER OR DR, 5/

7 TRIED T0 GET My MONEY BALK FROM THEM =\
DUT THEY 41D ITHAS My OWN FIUILT FOR WITHORAWING ) = \\\ \\\\

1 '/
\

THE APPLICATION AND THEY DID NOTHING WRONG,
AND I WiA% A FOOL TO WITHORAW IT.

/’///w.

- ™

\(9

MO LETS GO TO A REAL
LAWYER ABOUT THIS, T HAVE A FRIEND THAT
WORKS FOR AN IMMIGRATION LAWYER NAMED
MIKE CHO. I'LL CALL HIM AND ASK TO MAKE
Mo AN APPOINTMENT FOR U WITH MR. CHO.

A FEW OAYS LATER

iy

\

AND HOW OLD WERE voU WHEN YOU
APPLLIED FOR NATYRALIZATION 2

I JUST TURNED
S5 AND I APPLIED For (/
NATURALIZATION LAST YEAR
WHEN I WAS 54. i




The Naturalization Disability Scam
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The Naturalization Disability Scam

FIRSI OF ALL, AT THE VERY LEAST, YOU SHOULD TALK 10 MORE THAN ONE &
DONT BELIEVEPEORLE| PERSON TO SE€ (F You GET THE SAME STORY IN YOoUR mfi |
[F THEY MAKE IT
SOUND 700 EASY,

ﬂ/[ P[R)’UA/ VOIJJAN CLAIMEDTD BEA MNY!K “ ”
' ;E /%% ll‘! nl

JIJ Fer

MA y 85 y)&) /(’

HE 15..,

a YOl CAN CHECK WITH fllf STATE AR
1 /IﬁOcMT/ﬂN 10 SEEIF 50M£0:‘/£ ISALAWYER . p2%

IF THEY RE
NOT LICENSED HERE,

THEY MAY BE AGLE TO

J £4/V HELP
You WITH THAT.

YOU SHOULD FILE A
COMPLAINT

D WHAT IEHEWASNT
A LAWYER  THEN WHAT
:A/vﬁu[ 00?7

PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT LAWYERS BUT HELP PEOPLE WITH THEIR |IMMIGRATION FAPERS

ARE CALLED IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS . THEY HAVE TO FOLLOW THE LAWS OF
THE STATE WHERE THEY DD BUSINESS. THEY RE NOT ALLOWED TO GIVE
LEGAL ADVICE.

,_‘

NG THE ONLY g - _ 43

*| RO LN E T it %;j; =
THAT CAN GIVE YOU | AGENCY RECOGNIZED
LEGaL ADVICE AGoUT BY THE GOVERNMENT

IMMIGRATION ARE cALLED ° AND MUST CHARGE

ACCREDITED ' VERY LOW FEES. A
REPRESENTATIVES. e . N -

!‘..:" [ | - — E:. a Tam SR "‘ii ‘iﬁ 4




The Naturalization Disability Scam

*See flyer on the last page of this booklet for more information on avoiding

immigration fraud.
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Summary Points for the Naturalization
Disability Scam

REMEMBER:

It is not easy to get a disability waiver of the English, history and civics
requirements for naturalization.

Even if you’re afraid of the test or you having trouble learning, that is not
enough to get a disability waiver.

Beware of people who tell you that they can get you a waiver, especially if
they say it is easy.

Find out if the person who wants to help you is a lawyer.

Lawyers must be licensed by a state. You can find out where the lawyer is
licensed by calling the “State Bar” where the person is licensed.

If the person who wants to help you is not a lawyer, find out if he or she is
an “accredited representative.”

“Accredited representatives” must work for an “accredited organization”
and are allowed to provide some immigration services.

If the person is neither a lawyer nor an accredited representative, be careful!

Don’t be afraid to ask questions. If the person helping you does not want to
answer your questions, find someone else to go to.

You have a right to a second opinion, so don’t be afraid to consult another
lawyer or accredited representative.

Review the attached Know Your Rights handout.

27
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NEED IMMIGRATION HELP?

WATCH OUT FOR IMMIGRATION SCAMS!
Be careful when getting someone to help you with your
immigration papers. Don't be fooled by false promises.
You could lose your money and be removed or deported

from the United States.

DON'T BELIEVE ANYONE WHO SAYS:
< We can get you work permits right away.
< We offer no risk immigration.
< We can get U.S. visas for you and your family in a few weeks.
< We know people at CIS and can get your papers done quickly.

THESE ARE LIES!

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT YOURSELF

< Never sign any blank application papers.

< Never sigh any paper or immigration form that you do not fully
understand. (Get someone you trust to translate it for you.)

% Always demand a written contract for any immigration services when
you are not working with a recognized agency.

< Do notsign a contract that you don't understand.

< Watch out for anyone who wants you to pay immediately.

* Always get copies of the papers prepared for you.

< Never let anyone keep your original documents
| (example: birth certificates, marriage certificates).

-
a ~ ¢« Getareceipt for any money you pay. (Make sure it has the

amount paid, the date paid, your name, and the name of the person or
business that you paid.)

< Never work with someone who will not answer your questions.

29
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

Anyone offering immigration help must
follow certain laws. These are some
of the most important ones:

A person who says he/she is a lawyer or attorney must have a license
from the State Bar of any state. You can ask to see his/her license
and write down the number, and you can call the State Bar where
he/she is licensed to find out if the license is valid.

A person who does immigration papers but is not a lawyer is called an
immigration consultant.

An Immigration Consultant must obey the laws of the

state where he or she does business.

In some states, immigration consultants are allowed to do some immigration
work. In others they are not allowed to do any immigration work. Find out
what your state law says about immigration consultants.

What to do if someone has cheated you:

If the person cheating you is a lawyer, call the State Bar where he is
licensed.

If the person cheating you is not a lawyer, you can call your city's
police department or District Attorney's Office.




