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The Immigrant Legal Resource Center is a California-based national training and resource center that
offers low-cost, quality services in the form of consultations, trainings and publications. Established
in 1979, the ILRC’'s commitment to high standards in the field of immigration is demonstrated by its
numerous publications and trainings, its work on precedent-setting cases in the U.S. Supreme Court
and Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. The ILRC legal staff also advises nonprofit agencies and private
attorneys, offering expert telephone consultation and other work on issues relating to immigration
and crimes through a contract service. The ILRC continues its commitment to the immigrant
community by offering its manuals and publications to attorneys, paralegals, legal service workers,
criminal defense attorneys, social workers, and community-based advocates, and by sponsoring
continuing legal education services for members of the California Bar Association. Over the years, the
ILRC has evolved beyond the traditional definition of a resource center. Partnerships with grassroots
organization have led to leadership training, social change organizing, and other community-based
work focused on increasing the civic capacity of newcomers to address the laws and policies that
affect their daily lives.
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DEFINITIONS

of some words used in this booklet

CIS or US Citizenship & Immigration Services: The federal government agency that
approves or denies immigration and citizenship applications.

Immigration Court: The federal government court that decides whether or not people
should be deported.

Immigration Consultant: A person or company who can help you file documents and
applications with U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services.

Lawyer/Attorney: A person with a law degree who is licensed by the state to give legal
advice and represent people in immigration court and handle other legal matters.

Accredited Representative: A person who works for a non-profit organization or
agency that is licensed by the federal government to provide immigration legal services
and represent clients in immigration interviews and court hearings.

Lawful Permanent Residence: The legal status of being permitted to remain
permanently in the United States, even though you’re not a citizen of the United States.
Also called a “green card” or “mica,” or “LPR status.”

Political Asylum: An immigration status given to people who have experienced or who
have a fear of persecution in their home countries because of their political opinion, race,
religion, ethnicity or membership in a social group.

Naturalization: The process of applying for U.S. Citizenship (you have to be a lawful
permanent resident, usually for at least 5 years, before you can become a U.S. citizen).

Cancellation of Removal: A provision of the immigration law that allows a very small
number of people to remain in the U.S. and become lawful permanent residents. To
qualify, the applicant must be in removal/deportation proceedings in immigration court,
and must have a parent, spouse or child under 21 who is a U.S. citizen or lawful
permanent resident who would suffer “exceptional and extremely unusual hardship” if
the applicant were deported. The ordinary hardship of returning to your home country
doesn’t count. The applicant’s hardship also doesn’t count. The applicant also has to
have been in the U.S. for over 10 years and have good moral character.

Employment Authorization: A temporary “work permit” from CIS that may be granted
to people with some kinds of applications pending before CIS or the immigration court.

Labor Certification: The first stage in a 3 stage process where an employer is applying
for lawful permanent residence on behalf of an employee. The employer must prove that
there is a shortage of U.S. workers in the employee’s type of job.
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The “10 Year Benefit” Scam

1 1L NEED YOUR
21000 DEPOSIT AND You

WERE GOING TO HAVE
YOU SIGN THIS APPLICATION, =
IT WILL GET YOU R DATE IN £~ NEED TO BRING ME ALL

IMMIGRATION COURT IN YOUR BIRTH CERTIFILATES,

FRONT OF AN IMMIGRATION 7' MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES,
JUDGE, WHO WILL GIVE YOU - A ETL.

A GR [£/V CARD BASED 04/
YOUR MORE THAN 10
YEARS INTHE U.S.

{ STILL DONT UNDERSTAND WHAT
WERE APPLYING FOR AND HOW MUCH
1517 GOING TO COST US ALTOGETHER ?
SHOULONT WE 516N A CONTRALT 7

YOURE APPLYING FOR A
GREEN CARD. ALL YOU HAVE 70 Do
/5 516N THE APPLICATION.

([ et """lll"""

WE TAKE CARE OF THE

i
REST, I DONT KiOW AFTER YOU APPEAR

IN COURT IN FRONT OF AN

40 UCH 1T WL COST, '

o 2’;7 ﬂé o pfo A IMMIGRATION JUDGE, WELL FILE
_\ ANOTHER APPLICATION £0R YOU

WHAT MR.NOTARIO i 0 vou Call TUE L,

S5 15 NECESSARY. AN GET %K

PERMIT THEN.

ﬁuf DONT NORR Y.
HE 5 GOTTEN GREEN
CARDS FOR LOTS OF
PEOPLE THIS LAy,
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The “10 Year Benefit” Scam

8117 WE HAVE WORK
17

q
ERMITS! WERE LEGAL NOW!
DONT TELL ME WHAT

l

WHAT DOES YOUR 50
caep Frieno Al

010 HE 60TOTHE || (01017 everoccurto
(| /MMIGRATION courT Y| |YOu THAT MAYBE HE ISNT
HEARING WITH You? L4 |ALLOWED IN COURT ?

A

I DONT WANT 70 HEAR
(T! T HAVEA WORK PERMIT,
L (AN GETA DETTER VOB
NOW, I CAN FEED MY KIDS,
WHAT D0 YOu KNOw 7

=

////I/{) A

|

MANY YEARS (5 N

i

]

10

EVEN THOUGH YOUR KIDS
HAVE GROWN UP HERE,
TUEY WONT SUFFERANY
WORSL THAN ANVONE
ELSE IN THIS SITUATION.

F \';},/" .“ /// {) >
I THOUGHUT ALL WE NIEEDED A{Af 10 YEARS AND K105
BORN IN THE L1 5.! WHY DIDNT HE GRANT OUR CASE?

WE HAD NO 1DEA WHAT Toé JUDGE WAS GOIMG TD ASK.
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The “10 Year Benefit” Scam

THE |0 YEAR BENEFIT

STORY ]S A VERY
COMMON 5CAM

I TRIED TO WARN THEM I WANT MY ERIEND HERE, ROSAR/O,
BUT AFTER THEY GOT THEIR TO UEAR FROM YOU WHAT 15 RIGHT AND WHAT

WORK PERMITS, THEY DIONT | | 16 WRONG, BECAUSE 5#E Wias TN KNG
WANT TO LISTEN, 4

OF GOING TO THE SAME GlIY.

! QN

D WHY DID THEY LOSE
THEIR CASE DO YOU KNOW 2,

T (AN GUESS :
COMPLICATED | THATS WHAT THEY
WHAT HAPPENED || “r 0w ruar. | wiere fouoane mars

70 YOUR COUSING,

THEY WERE TOLD THAT
IF THEY HAD BEEN HERE 10 YEARS
AND HAD KID5 GORN HERE, THEY WouLD
BE GRANTED A GREEN CARD,

XM 175 mocmore | 7075 rrue THAT

/ WHAT MR, NOTARIO
i | T0LD ME T00.

T HAVE 3
CHILDREN ALL
BORN HERE,
ANO I VE BELN | @

[ Your MR NOTARIO 15 NOT A LAWYER. HE 15 NOT EVEN PERMITTED
LINDER THE LAW TO PREPARE YOUR IMMIGRATION PAPERS AND HES

AL50 NOT ALLOWNED To GIVE LEGAL ADVILE,

HE CANT G0 TO COURT
FOR YOU EITHER WHICK 15 WHY HE
SENT YOUR COUSINS TO THE LAWVER
WHEN THEY WENT TO COURT,




] The “10 Year Benefit” Scam
15 THERE THERE 15 SOMETHING CALLED CANCELLATION OF REMOVAL
410 l}{,[A R AND ONE OF THE REQUIREMENTS 15 THAT Yol HAVE 10 YEARS IN
BENEFIT? TUE U5, BEFORE YOU GET INTO THE IMMIGRATION COURT SYSTEM.

BUT THERE ARE OTHER K
REQUIREMENIS THAT ARE VERY,
VERY DIFFICULT TO MEET,

YOUHAVE TO HA/E A

HAV,
perianent Restoint NIV o ?,f«,zzl;{/ :///zixfm
OR U5 cimzen 2arent NI =

THAT WOULD HAVE A
HARD TIME (F I WENT
BACK, TO MEXICO.
CANT I APPLY 7

SPOUSE, OR CHILD WHD

WILL SUFFER WHAT THEY
CALL EXCEPTIONAL AND
EXTREMELY LUNUSLAL
HARDSHIP IF YOU ARE
ORDERED T0 LEAVE
THE U.5.

FIRST YOU CANT APPLY FOR
CANCELLATION OF REMOVAL
UNLESS YOuRE ALREADY IN
DEPORTATION PROCEEDINGS
BEFORE AN IMMIGRATION
JUDGE, AND THAT MEAN'S
THAT IF YOU DONT WIN YOUR
CASE THE JUDGE W/LL ORDER
YOU TO LEAVE THE U.5.

YOU CANTJUST

APPLY WITH THE | X

IMMIGRATION | B
SERVICE

Jﬂ OND, THE HARDSHIP YOUR CHILOREN WOULD 5UFF£R le 70 GE
ABOVE AND BEYOND THE KIND OF HARDSHIP THAT NORMALLY WOULD

13
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The “10 Year Benefit” Scam

THEY HAVE T0 GIVE YOU A CONTRALT IN VOUR OWN
LANGUAGE, THAT YOU CAN CANCEL WITHIN 72 HOURS,
THAT CONTRACT UA% TO 5AY HOW MULCH YOU ARE
GOING 70 AAUE 10 R AND WHAT THE PERSON
/15 GOING TO 00 FM’ you. .. \

TOHAVE A BIG 516N INTHEIR
OFFICE THAT SAYS THEY K€

THEY HAVE TO PAY 4 BOND WITH THE i = WHAT ABOUT
CALIFORNIA S ECRETARY OF STATE. |\ 41ToaneYs?
TUEY HAVE T0 PROVE

ALL OF THIS_

MR, NOTARIO WAS WORKING
WITH AN ﬂﬂ'ﬂ/«W[ Y.

IF THERES AN ATTORNEY TELLING PEOPLE THEY CAN 65 T GREEN CARDS JUST FOR BEING
HERE 10 YEARS AND 1MAYBE HAVING A CLEAN RECORD AND CHILOREN DORN HERE, ...

e WITHOUT LS50 TALKING ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF PROVIN G THAT DEPORTING YOU
WOULD CAUSE VERY SEVERE HARDSHIP OR PROBLEMS FOR YOUR UJ. CITIZEN OR
LAWRYUL PERMANET RESIDENT CHILDREN, SPOUSE, OR FARENTS, THEN DE VERY CAREFUL.

15



The “10 Year Benefit” Scam

YOU MAY EVEN WANT T0 MAKE A
COMPLAINT ABOUT THAT PERSON 10
THE STATE GAr Ar [-800-843- 9053

ONE OF THE MOST
IMPORIANT PIECES OF ADVILE
I (AN GIVE You /5 DONT 5/GN ANY

FORM APPLICATION OR CONTRACT THAT |
A YOU DONT COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND, 4l

ATTORNEYS CAN LOSE THEIR LICENSES
(F THEY TRY T0 DEFRAUD THEIR CLIENTS
AND THEY ARE REQUIRED TO UNDERSTAND

THE LAL AND DO A 600D JOB OF
REPRESENTING THEIR CLIENTS,

ao/vmmm
THEM IF THEY MAKE
THINGS S50UND T0O EASY, IF
THEY ASK FOR MORE MONEY EVERY
TIME YOU SHOW UP, AND IF THEY
DONT EXPLAIN EXALTLY LHAT ITS
FOR, FIND SOMEONE ELSE TO
HELP YOU. IF THEY WONT

\ ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS
N FIND SOMEONE ELSE
TO UELP YOU

"y —IE

L0

Pl

[

- /)rrmv;r OR ACCREDITED

REPRESENTATIVE OR
IMMIGRATION

CONSULTANT

(T

| T

WELCOME ANO
GO0D LUCK!

*See flyer on the last page of this booklet for more information on avoiding
16 immigration fraud.




Things to Remember about the 10 Year Scam

REMEMBER:

e You can’t get a green card just because you have lived in the US for over
10 years and you have children born here.

e Anyone who tells you it’s easy to get a green card simply because you’ve
been here 10 years is lying to you.

e Immigration law is complicated so make sure you go to someone who is

honest and knowledgeable (see the list of good organizations in this
book).

e You have a right to ask questions about your immigration case! Don’t
trust people who refuse to answer your questions.

e Don’t sign forms or documents that you don’t understand.

e Review the attached Know Your Rights handout.

17
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The “New Amnesty” Scam

HOTEL CONFERENCE ROOM

|””! ”l" fl 1,
Hl ‘ ({ f"ff'»‘t'
%u

L THERES GOING TO BE A NEW IMMIGRATION LAW COMING,
I KNOW, L HAVE INSIDE INFORMATION BECAUSE L HNOW
PEOPLE IN IMIM/ 6 RATION, ANO NOT EVERYBODY 15 GOING TO
BE ABLE TO GET [T, BECAUSE THERE ARENT ENOUGH NUMBERS
50 YOU SHOULD GET IN LINE A5 S00M 45 Yol CAN,

/F YOU 516N Up WITH ME TODAY, You UL BE ONE OF TlE
FIRST IN LINE AND T (AN GUARANTEE YOU THAT YOU LL GET IN,
ALL YOU NEED T0 SHOW /5 THAT YOU VE BEEN HERE SINLE

JANUARY 1 AND You DONTHAVE A REALLY BAD RECORD,

mfﬁgﬁﬁ%” CDELIEVE ME, 7 KNOW, I M AN IMMIGRATION
(MMIGRATION BILL 7 Rk, [ EXPERT NOTARIO AND LIKE T 2410, I HAVE

' DN\ INSIDE INFORMATION FROM THE IMMIGRATION

Y O DEPARTMENT ITSELE, WIKAT YOURE GOING 0

NEED T0 PROVE 15 THAT YOUVE BEEN

THAT MEANS THAT YOU HAVE TD 5HOW RENT ‘
AN RECEIPTS, RY 5TUBS AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION

// ‘ THATSHOWS HOW LONG YOU VE LIVED HERE
) e ‘
YOUALSO HAVE T0 DO FINGERPRINTS U]
AND YOU HAVE TO FILL OUT THESE FORMS,
INCLUDING AN APPLICATION FOR A WORK PERMIT
AND A BIOGRAPHIC FORM, YOU ALSO HAVE TO
SUBMIT YOUR BIRTH, MARRIAGE, AND
OIVORCE CERTIEICATES FOR EVERYONE

WHO 15 APPLYING . T\
20
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The “New Amnesty” Scam

SHE neauy seemsomvow | Nl ~— O =
wHat sues kNG asour. | E\Y HAT

s_—ﬁ \ moom0

JIGN UpP?

FILLOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE THAT MY A5S1STANTS ARE PASSING OUT, LIHEN |
YOU HAVE COMPLETED IT, ONE OF My A5515TANTS WilL 'MZK 0 VOI/

GOOD YOU VE EILLED OUT I
TUE QUESTIONNAIRE. _ g

) I > YoutL ALso HAVE ™o
Y/ SEND IN EVIDENCE THAT
 SHOWS YOUVE BEEN LIVING

HERE SINCE JANUARY, 2007

LIKE MRS, GARCIA SAYS,

//ﬂA/I WILL NEED YOUR

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
AND BIRTH CERTIFICATES |
FOR ALL OF Youl. :
THATS 4LOT OF g (11K Il s
MONEY, £5PECIALLY | X
FOR A DEPOSIT, Py 2\
WHAT IF WE O AR Y- B
DONTHAVE IT
T00AY 7 AND HOW T MAYS0UND
MU 1 T EXDENSIVE, BUT WHATS 1
T0T4L FOR? ] Q WORTH T YOU T0 HAVE A
' e, | RS GREEN CARD 7

21



The “New Amnesty” Scam

22



LIEL] BE HERE AT THIS HOTEL TIL FRIOAY,
YOU CAN PAY BY THEN, OR YOU LAN SEND
A MONEY ORDER T0 THIS ADDRESS,

WY

[T\

o,

The “New Amnesty” Scam

y GIVE ME

YOUR DOCUMENTS,
THOUGH, AND SIGN
THIS FORM,

Il

LIAIT CANT WE GIVE
you COPIES OF OUR

DOCUMENTS WHEN WE
SEND THE MONEY?

,7"

You it GET

WE DONT HAVE ANY

OTHER COPIES DUTTHESE /5 OVER

THEM BACK WHEN
THE WHOLE PROCESS,

I OONTKNOW ! IT DOESNT
FEEL RIGHT TD ME 10 GIVE
YOU THESE (MPORTANT PAPERS

|

WELL HEREITIS, NOW

)

VES, I MADE
COPES, LIKE YOU 5AI0
LETS MAKE SURE THE

¥ ok 12 vou
SAY 50,

-

4

LA/NALLY LENT US THE MONE

v \' 4
LS

AOPRESS 15 RIGHT, \

THAT MY BROTHERY)
7ARE YOU SURE

N
\

WE VE GOT EVERYTHING IN
AND EVERYTHING ?
NV
A \ A 271N
FLORIDA SHE MORKS ALL
OVER THE COUNTIRY, SHEMUsT

THERE, LIKE ALLTHE RECEIPTS
R0.80X 52/, NAPLES
OE AN EXOERT TUEN, IF SHE S

7\ GOING ALL OVER THE LOUNTRY,

23



The “New Amnesty” Scam

2 MONTHS LATER i

WE VE 516NED UpP FOR THE Né'k/
BMNESTY THATS COMING, WERE WAITING
70 UEAR ALTHOUGH WE DID GET
S50ME HIND OF RECEIPTS.

| &
THERES NONER AVNESTIN
LIHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?

THIS LADY, VILMA GARCIA 0
TOLD LS ALLABOUT IT. L\

SHE CAME
70 A HOTEL

MY PAPERS THROUGH A

NN LAWYER, AND HE TOLD ME
8 THERES NO NEW AMNESTY

M GOING TO ASK HIM

N AGAINAND 114 LETYOU

R KNOW WHATHE 5AYS,

"ONE. ] WANT T0 516N e
JOARUIN, 00 YoU JAVE THAT

SHESA NATIONAL
EXPERT, SHE LIVES IN
N FLORIDA.

175 BEEN OVER A YEAR ANO WE V[ GOT NOTHING S

OUur7irs ﬁ’f[[/ﬁf AND NOW WE VEFPMO HER
/

ANOTHER 1000 FOR THAT, 711 ETINGS

I ) y
%&? , N VERY WORRIE)

V7 - , LhT x'”i
s§e=

'|l L, hnl !.’” \\

I AM 700, TWASN 7 GOING T0 TELL YOU THIS, AT LEASTNOT
YET, BUT EDUARDO SAID WIS LAWYER TOLD HIM THERE 15

NO NEW AMNESTY, HES GOING TO (HECK TD MAKE SURE,
24




The “New Amnesty” Scam

I AM SORRY,JOAQUIN BUT MY
LAWYER SAVS YOUVE BEEN CUFATED
AND THAT THERE 15 NO NEW AMNESTY
TVE GOT H15 CARD, HE ASKED ME IF You
N WOULD COME TO S£€ HIM. 50 HE CAN
LSO EXPLAIN SOME THINGS T0 YOU.

ﬂ I 'l li l
ﬂl« weLL oo P
YOU ASK YOUR

LAWYER?

" OWMY GoD! WE mf’ﬁﬁ? ”ﬂ&f
WIERE AFRAID OF THIS. [t

1:’)\

50 YOURE EDLARDOS
FRIENDS ARE YOU? I MS0ARRY
YOUI GOT FOOLED BUT THERE
WS NN V7 ANY AMNESTY,

WL

BUT THE TV KEPT SAVING THAT A
WEW LAW HAS BEING TALKED ABOUT,
THAYS ALl WE HEARD FOR WEEHS,
AND THIS LADY 5/D SHE KNEW
PEOPLE INIMMIGRATION WHO HAD
T0L0 HER IT WAS JUST ABOUT

1O HAPPEN.

P =

IMMIGRATION D0ESNT MAKE
TUE IMMIGRATION LAWS, THEY
ONLY ENFORCE THEM, AIND 5E0ND, 17§
JLLEGAL FOR S0MEONE TO TELL YOU THAT
THEY HAVE INFLUENCE WITH PEOPLE IN
THE IMMIGRATION SERVICE,

THERE BE NO
NEWAMNESTY 7

25
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The “New Amnesty” Scam

SHE ShID SHE ULIAS AN EXPERT T U 7 savenr wuearp o wer
BUTTHE NEVER SAID WHETHFAR Y =~ }” gaﬂz/mfilﬁzarf zﬁ PeopLE
OUNOT SHEWAS A LAWVER, | “"" N/ VT

* \\~ <> [LIKEHER WHO PREY ON IMMIGRANTS
NP, 4ve vou ] | 3 J someare iawrens, some areny You
\EVERUEARD I\~ CON CHELK THE STATE AR WHIGH 15
L\ C \THE ORGANIZATION THAT LICENSES
\ / (AWYERS TO SEE IF SOMEONE
(

7N ) REALLY 15 A LAWYER.
(s ‘
< \@

I I
IF SHES NOT LICENSED HERE IN CAUFORNIA, SHE MAY BE ABLE T0 PRACTICE 1/MMIGRATION
LAW ANYNAY, BUT SHE WOULD HAVE TD TELL YOU WHAT STATE SHE /5 LICENSED
IN. YOU CAN CHECK WITH THE SAME BAR OF THAT STATE TO SEE IFSHEHAS A LICENSE

[E SHE 16 =
REQLLY A LAWYER YOU
SHOULD LILE 4 COMPLAINT
AGAINST HER.

A

RO L COULD HELP
Yy IO Wi THAT,

[ 2eorie o are Nor awrers gor

%5”%'% ;FA | | WELP PEOPLE WITH THEIR IMMIGRATION PAPERS Y24
Lawver 7 /=) ARE CALLED IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS.

!

N

CALIFORNIA SECRETARY OF STATE AND TEYRE NOT ALLOWED
TO GIVE LEGAL ADVICE THEY HAVE T GIVE YOU A CONTRALT
IN YOUR OWN LANGUAGE, OR A LANGUAGE YOu UNOERSTAND
THAT YOU CAN CANCEL WITHIN 72 HOURS WHICH 15 THREE DAY,

WE REALLY
DONT UNOW.
A\ |

27



The “New Amnesty” Scam

\’

N '
\ CONTRACT, THEY
Y HAVE TD TELL YOu WIHAT
THEY ARE GOING T0 DD
FOR YOU AND WHAT T T T
N\ WL oS llw&\lgﬁ ISR

— e iy, vy oy e

WIELL SHE CERTAINLY DIDNT D0 ANY OF THAT ! [D0%
EVERYBODY WHO HELPS PEOPLE WITH THEIR IMMIGRATION
PAVERS AND 15 NOT A LAWYER HAVE 10 GIVE YOU A CONTRACT!

TAWYERS HAVE TO GIVE ~~
YOU A CONTRACT 100, /F THE FEFE IS
GOING T0 BE %1000 OR MORE,

THE ONLY PECPLE THAT DONT
HAVE TO GIVE YOU A CONTRALT ARE
YALLREOITED REPRESENTATIVES,”
THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO WORK FOR
NONPROELIT ORGANIZATIONS AND
WD ARE RECOGNIZED BY THE

ALTHOUGH THEY DON T
HAVE TO GIVE YOU A CONTRACT
THEY MUST CHARGE VERY LOWFEFS

(.
~ )

-

BOARD OF [MMIGRATION - 7 AND THEY HAVE T0 SHOW AT THEY
APPEALS. \ <> AND THEIR ORGANIZATIONS ARE
' “RELOGNIZED “BY THE GOVERNMENT

TO HELP YOU WITH YOUR

a \ IMMIGRATION CASE

T WISH T HAD KNOWN\\| | THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED T0 TELL YOU THAT THEY HAVE
| | 5PEc/aL INFLUENCE LITH THE IMMIGRATION SERVICE
LIKE THIS WOMAN DID AND THEY 4RE NOT ALLOWEDTD
FILE ANY DOCUMENT FOR YOU WITHDUT GONG
OVER ITWITH You.

g | Zéll&J'l() “(

|
&5@“3'!@1{

TELL US, 15 THERE
ANVYTHING ELSE THAT THESE
IMPIIGRATION CONSULTANTS
ARE NOT ALLOWED To DO 7

28




THEY ALSO CANT LALL THEMSELVES
“WOTARIOS "BECAUSE THAT TEAM
CONFUSES PEOPLE WHO THINK THAT
/vomﬂ/o.s "ARE m;mvzw LAWYERS,

The “New Amnesty” Scam

1D AL50 LIKE You
TO LETMETRYTO DO \ 70 TELL YOUR FRIENDS
SOMETHING ABOUT 115 | WHAT IO WATCH OuT

ViLMA GM:/A d Fors0 THEY WONT

T IDLIKEYOU

s

WE COULD ALEA COMPLAINT
IFSHEISANATTORNEY,
ke "&V ’

“

S Bur wwAr ans,
WE DO 1€ SHESNOT?)

Yourolous

| lc,)
LY

5?”

Hg

THERE ARE 50ME THIN G5 THAT YOU CAN DO.

YOU CAN SUE HER FOR THE MONEY SHE CHEATED
YOU OUT OF. YOU LAN REZORT HER T0 THE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY § OLF/CE,

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY /6 THE OFFICE f//ﬂf
PROSECUTES CRIMES INA COUNTY, AND AL50




The “New Amnesty” Scam

WHY WouLD
WEGOTOTHE |
DISTRICT ATTORNEY?

MMIGRATION STATUS,

PlffKIZf/JﬂDRNE}’! OFFICES N / g
DO NOT REPORT PEOPLES A

WONT HE REPORT
ME 1O THE

IMMIGRATION
SERVICE?

FOR EXAMPLE, IN 54N FRANCISCO AND SOME OTHER
CITIES THE POLICE AND DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ARE NOT
PERMITTED TO REPORT A PERSONS IMMIGRATION /'
STATUS TO THE IMMIGRATION SERVICE. :

T REALLY DO WANT O GET
OUR MONEY BACK, DECAUSE
WE HAD TO BORROW MosT
OF IT, BUT HOW CAN WE
GO AFTER HER WHEN SHE

LIVES IN FLORIDA ?

== EVEN THOUGH SHES =
—————7 /N FLORIDA, BELAUSE SHE ENTERED N—=
——— INTOANAGREEMENT WITH YOU | ——=
HERE, SUE CAN STILL BE

PROSECUTED HERE,

OUT IT WiLL DE TRICK Y

BECAUSE YOU DONT HAVE A
STREET ADDRESS FOR HER YOUR FRIENDS AND EAMILY NOT 1D
FALL VICTIM TO THOSE KINDS OF 5¢AMS

BUT MEANWHILE Yﬁl/ Né'é'ﬁ 70 TeU




WHAT
SHOULD WE
TElL THEM?

ol

The “New Amnesty” Scam

, FIAST,
DONT BELIEVE EVERYTHING
YOU HEAR.

\ //:
;7\3\' ///';—
4 //’__———‘_
\/\ /-——*”__’;":——/ -
——

~ - —_—_—
<5 1F 17 SOUNDS ]

-~ 700 EASY, IT MAY BE

é\\\“ SECOND, %
N TALK TO MORE
THAN ONE PERSON
70 5EE 1F THEY
TELL YOU THE
SAME THING.

N THIRD; Y FOUATH,

. OONTSI6N ANYTUING | R (£ TUE PtrSON P2
. YOU DONTCOMPLETELY | B HELPING YOU WONT 2
“ UNDERSTAND. ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS,

I WISH WE HAD MET
YOU BEFORE WE LOST
AlL OUR MONEY.

HAVE T0 BE ON THER GUARD

PEOPLE REALLY

WHEN LODKING FOR
IMMIGRATION HELP,




The “New Amnesty” Scam

*See flyer on the last page of this booklet for more information on avoiding

1 immigration fraud.



Summary Points for New Amnesty Scam

REMEMBER:

e Don’t believe everything you hear.

e Just because people are talking about a new amnesty doesn’t mean it is
the law.

e Don’t pay to sign up for a new amnesty without making sure that one
exists.

e Always ask your immigration helper where he or she is licensed to
practice law.

e Ifyou can’t afford a lawyer, find a non-profit organization that does
immigration work (see the list of good organizations in this book).

e Some of these organizations are “accredited” and the people working for
them are “accredited representatives.” An accredited representative is
authorized by the Board of Immigration Appeals to provide immigration
services.

e [f the person who wants to help you is neither a lawyer nor an accredited
representative, be careful!

* You have a right to a second opinion, so don’t be afraid to consult
another lawyer or accredited representative before you pay any money or

start any paperwork.

e Don’t give your original documents like marriage certificates or birth
certificates, to anyone. Give them copies ONLY.

e Review the attached Know Your Rights handout.
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NEED IMMIGRATION HELP?

WATCH OUT FOR IMMIGRATION SCAMS!
Be careful when getting someone to help you with your
immigration papers. Don't be fooled by false promises.
You could lose your money and be removed or deported

from the United States.

DON'T BELIEVE ANYONE WHO SAYS:
< We can get you work permits right away.
< We offer no risk immigration.
< We can get U.S. visas for you and your family in a few weeks.
< We know people at CIS and can get your papers done quickly.

THESE ARE LIES!

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT YOURSELF

< Never sign any blank application papers.

< Never sigh any paper or immigration form that you do not fully
understand. (Get someone you trust to translate it for you.)

% Always demand a written contract for any immigration services when
you are not working with a recognized agency.

< Do notsign a contract that you don't understand.

< Watch out for anyone who wants you to pay immediately.

* Always get copies of the papers prepared for you.

< Never let anyone keep your original documents
| (example: birth certificates, marriage certificates).

-
a ~ ¢« Getareceipt for any money you pay. (Make sure it has the

amount paid, the date paid, your name, and the name of the person or
business that you paid.)

< Never work with someone who will not answer your questions.
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

Anyone offering immigration help must follow certain
laws. These are some of the most important ones:

% A person who says he/she is a lawyer or attorney must have a
license from the State Bar of any state. You can ask to see
his/her license and write down the number, and you can call the

State Bar where he/she is licensed to find out if the license is valid.

< A person who does immigration papers but is not a lawyer is called an immigration consultant.

An Immigration Consultant must obey these laws:
1. Give you a written contract that:
¢ is in your own language
¢ that says you can cancel for any reason within 72 hours
¢ that says how much money you have to pay
¢ that says what kind of application the person will file for you
2. Pay a $50,000 bond to the Secretary of State and give you proof of the bond.
3. Have a big sign in his/her office saying he/she is not an attorney and showing that the bond
has been paid.
4. Never pretend to be a lawyer.
5. Never say he/she has special influence with CIS.
6. Never file any document for you without going over it with you and explaining it to you.
7. Never keep your original documents and refuse to return them unless you pay.
8. Never tell you to lie on an application.

What to do if someone has cheated you:

%* If the person cheating you is a lawyer, call the State Bar where he is licensed. In California,

that number is: (800) 843-9053

% If the person cheating you is not a lawyer, you can call:
¢ Attorney General's Hotline (Office of Immig. Assistance): (888) 587-0557
¢ And your city's police dept. or District Attorney's Office.
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