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California’s Passage of Dignity Not Detention Act to Bring Needed Accountability to
Private Immigration Prisons

Today, Governor Brown signed SB 29, the Dignity Not Detention Act, into law, effectively
freezing the growth of private, for-profit immigration detention facilities in the state of California.
The bill also prohibits cities or counties from entering into new, or modifying existing, contracts
with private prison companies for the purposes of expanding immigration detention, and gives
California community members the chance to weigh in on the construction of any new facilities
in their neighborhoods.

Nearly 4,000 immigrants are detained in facilities across California on any given day, with over
70 percent of them housed in for-profit facilities. SB 29 was authored by Senator Ricardo Lara
(D—Bell Gardens) and co-sponsored by Assembly Member Gipson, Assembly Member
Gonzalez Fletcher, the Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) and Community Initiatives for
Visiting Immigrants in Confinement (CIVIC).

“When we detain individuals in facilities that seek profit, with no legal or moral standard of care,
we are putting people in danger and encouraging inhumane behavior,” said Grisel Ruiz, staff
attorney at the Immigrant Legal Resource Center. “With the Dignity Not Detention Act, we
will check the growth of private immigration detention where prison corporations quite literally
profit from human suffering, as we continue our work to end the unnecessary practice of jailing
immigrants altogether.”

"An economy based upon the confinement of people for profit is immoral, and now in the state
of California, its expansion is illegal. Governor Brown, Senator Ricardo Lara, the California
Legislature, and human rights advocates across the state have come together to pass one of
the most important pieces of pro-immigrant legislation in recent history. There is much more
work to be done, but this bill is a step forward in the fight to end our costly, inhumane, and
unaccountable detention system,” said Christina Fialho, an attorney and the co-
founder/executive director of CIVIC.

Reports of human rights abuses within these facilities are rampant, from physical and sexual
abuse and overuse of solitary confinement to medical neglect and preventable deaths.
Immigrants involved in the campaign to end private, for-profit detention facilities spoke out
against the conditions of detention in California by saying they were unjustly “operating outside
of the law,” with experiences of being “abused and tortured,” and feeling that their “religious
freedoms were often violated,” and “helpless.”

“This legislation, coupled with AB 103 a new law passed in June, which checks the expansion of
public facilities and directs our Attorney General to provide state oversight of all facilities, tells
the federal government loud and clear that California will not be a future partner in the
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expansion of this broken and abuse immigration detention system,” continued Ruiz. “We thank
Governor Brown, Senator Lara, and Attorney General Xavier Becerra for listening to immigrants,
residents, local law enforcement, attorneys and advocates such as California Immigrant Youth
Justice Alliance (CIYJA), Immigrant Youth Coalition (I'YC), and Human Rights Watch, and for
their leadership on this issue.”

The Immigrant Legal Resource Center and CIVIC will work in partnership with formerly and
currently detained immigrants and the state’s leadership to ensure full implementation of this
bill. The ILRC and CIVIC will continue to fight for additional reforms to immigration detention,
including the codification of standards of care across all detention facilities, the creation of extra
protections for LGBTQ-identified immigrants in detention, increased visitation access to legal
counsel and family members, the increased adoption of community-based alternatives to
detention, and ultimately an end to all immigration detention.

For interviews with the Immigrant Legal Resource Center, a key co-sponsor and supporter of
the bill, please contact Jareyah Bradley at jareyah@balestramedia.com or 908.242.4822.

For interviews with CIVIC, please contact Christina Fialho at CFialho@endisolation.org or 510-
612-3570.

A

The Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) is a national nonprofit that works with immigrants,
community organizations, legal professionals, and policymakers to build a democratic society
that values diversity and the rights of all people. Through community education programs, legal
training & technical assistance, and policy development & advocacy, the ILRC’s mission is to
protect and defend the fundamental rights of immigrant families and communities. www.ilrc.org

Community Initiatives for Visiting Immigrants in Confinement (CIVIC) is a California-based
national nonprofit devoted to abolishing U.S. immigration detention, while ending the isolation of
people currently suffering in this profit-driven system. We visit and monitor 43 facilities and run
the largest national hotline for detained immigrants. Through these windows into the system, we
gather data and stories to combat injustice at the individual level and push wide-scale systemic
change. www.endisolation.org
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