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TEACHING, INTERPRETING, AND CHANGING LAW SINCE 1979

“One of the biggest challenges that we’re facing 
in immigrant communities in this country is that 
the very act of moving and migrating for reasons 
of love, or taking care of your family or fleeing 
violence—that very act is a crime. And we will not 
stop until that act is no longer a crime, and we 
fully humanize and decriminalize the immigrant 
community.”

Cristina Jiménez at the 2016 Phillip Burton Awards

Message from ILRC Executive 
Director, Eric Cohen

The ILRC’s work is about far more than 
politics and immigration law. It is about 
keeping families and communities of 
all backgrounds where they rightfully 
belong–together. This compels the ILRC’s 
staff to remain focused on protecting the 
progress made in our field to date and to 
continue to call for greater protections for 
immigrants in our country. 

In 2016, we saw a rise in anti-immigrant 
fervor that, in 2017, feels unrelenting. We stand 
resolute with immigrants, immigrant advocates, 
and supporters to protect our democracy, the 
values of diversity, and the rights of all 
people.

M
IS

SI
O

N The mission of the Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
is to work with and educate immigrants, community 
organizations, and the legal sector to continue to 
build a democratic society that values diversity and 
the rights of all people.
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Pictured: 1. United We Dream Executive Director, Cristina Jiménez, at the 
2016 Phillip Burton Awards
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2016 FINANCIAL POSITION

The ILRC works with immigrants, community organizations, legal professionals, law enforcement, and policy makers 
so we can help improve the lives of immigrants. We protect immigrants and work to keep families together so they 
may thrive in the United States. Our work on a broad range of issues directly impacts immigrant families and the 
community through our three program areas.  

Policy and Advocacy

Our policy work focuses on 
immigration reform, Department 
of Homeland Security policies, 

and many other issues affecting 
immigrants and their families.

We engage immigrants in 
mobilizing and raising their 

voices on issues critical to their 
communities.

We provide technical legal 
assistance, trainings, and 

publications to immigration law 
practitioners and community-based 

organizations.

Civic Engagement Capacity Building

ILRC PROGRAM AREAS

ILRC BY THE NUMBERS
86%86%

5%

9%

92%

4%

4%

The ILRC collaborates with other nonprofit organizations nationwide to increase and deliver effective services to the 
immigrant community. When we became the lead organization for the New Americans Campaign in 2011, our re-
granting program was a critical element in building a robust program across the country. That model continues today.  
Our rigorous re-granting process fosters the trust and confidence of our generous funders, and establishes the 
ILRC’s status as a go-to resource in the field.  In 2016, the ILRC distributed grants to 63 nonprofit organizations 
helping to advocate to advance the civil rights of immigrants.

500,812 

327

7,600
Trainings, Webinars, Community Meetings, 
Task Forces, Workshops, Media Reports, 
and CRISP Meetings 11,652 Attendees & 

Participants

with 
more 
than

Links: 1. ilrc.org/searching-sanctuary 2. ilrc.org/local-enforcement-map 3. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/02/us/sanctuary-cities.html 
4. https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/sanctuary-cities/ 5. http://www.univision.com/noticias/inmigracion/ciudad-o-condado-santuario-un-informe-explica-cual-puede-proteger-mas-al-inmigrante-
indocumentado 6. ilrc.org/local-options

Know Your Rights 
RED CARDS 
Distributed

Attorney of the Day

Inquiries Answered for Non-
Profits, Service Providers, and 

Attorneys
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2016 POLICY ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHT
Spotlight on the ILRC’s Sanctuary Work 
The ILRC got right to work after the election ramping up our efforts to increase the adoption of policies limiting the 
involvement of local law enforcement in federal immigration enforcement work, sometimes referred to as sanctuary 
policies. The ILRC is working to promote sanctuary efforts around the country with the goal of slowing down the 
Administration’s deportation machine. In the midst of a rapidly deteriorating political climate at the federal level, this 
involved educating lawmakers and the media in jurisdictions across the country on specific policy steps they could 
implement to protect immigrants and their families from deportations at the local level. To this end, the ILRC:

Legislative Successes in California
The ILRC is committed to legislative and policy reform that lessens or eliminates the devastating immigration-
related impact that criminal convictions can have on immigrants, their families, and their communities. In 2016, 
the ILRC and our allies drafted and helped pass two bills to help immigrants, Senate Bill 1242 and Assembly Bill 
813. Additionally, we provided education about the immigration consequences of California’s Proposition 64, the 
Marijuana proposition that California voters passed last year. 

Senate Bill 1242, authored by Senator Ricardo Lara, amends a law that the ILRC drafted and helped pass two years 
ago. That law, Penal Code § 18.5, changed the definition of a misdemeanor in California by just one day, from having 
a potential sentence of 365 days to 364 days. For technical reasons, this one-day change will prevent thousands 
of California immigrants from becoming deportable or unable to get a green card, due to a single misdemeanor 
conviction. The 2017 amendment, SB 1242, applies this change retroactively to prior misdemeanor convictions.

Assembly Bill 813, authored by Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez, creates Penal Code § 1473.7. This law provides 
California criminal courts with a way to vacate (eliminate) a conviction that was illegally imposed. An immigrant 
can seek to vacate the conviction because a legal error occurred which meant that they did not understand the 
immigration consequences of their guilty plea. Until this law, a person who already completed probation had almost 
no way to get into court to challenge the illegal conviction, and would be caught up in deportation. The law also helps 
people challenging convictions based on innocence.

California Proposition 64 (“Prop 64”), known as the Adult Use of Marijuana Act, was passed by the voters in 
November 2016. This law permits Californians who are 21 years or older to lawfully possess, use, share, or grow 
a small amount of marijuana for recreational purposes, under certain conditions.  At the request of one of Prop 
64’s sponsors, the Drug Policy Alliance, the ILRC wrote a pre-election White Paper to educate the public about 
how Prop 64 would affect immigrants. The White Paper found that Prop 64 would be extremely helpful, because 
many immigrants receive terrible immigration-related penalties, such as deportation or ineligibility for a green card 
or naturalization, for even minor drug conduct, including using or possessing marijuana. The White Paper also 
identified continuing risks to immigrants, some of whom can be penalized for admitting to authorities that they ever 
tried marijuana, even without a conviction. Since Prop 64’s passage on November 9, the ILRC has worked closely 
with the Drug Policy Alliance on how best to educate immigrants and the community on these issues.

Links: 1. ilrc.org/searching-sanctuary 2. ilrc.org/local-enforcement-map 3. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/02/us/sanctuary-cities.html 
4. https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/sanctuary-cities/ 5. http://www.univision.com/noticias/inmigracion/ciudad-o-condado-santuario-un-informe-explica-cual-puede-proteger-mas-al-inmigrante-
indocumentado 6. ilrc.org/local-options

Published “Searching for Sanctuary,”1 a report on types of sanctuary policies, their prevalence, and their 
importance;

Updated our “National Map of Local Entanglement with ICE”2 using Freedom of Information Act data 
received from Immigration and Customs Enforcement;

Spread the gospel of sanctuary policies in major media outlets, including features in the New York Times3, 
The Washington Post4, and Univison National5; and

Published “Local Options for Protecting Immigrants,”6 a resource for community organizers, advocates, 
and elected officials that provides sample legal language on various sanctuary policy provisions. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 SUPPORTERS

605 Citizenship Project

Mark Aaronson and Marjorie Gelb

Amy Ackerman and Robert Wexler

Connor Ahlbach

Evelyne Aikman

AILA Northern California Chapter

AILA Santa Clara Valley Chapter

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP - SF

Katherine Alatalo

Michael A. Allbaugh

Dr. Russ Altman and Jeanne Merino

Amazon Smile Foundation

American College of Trial Lawyers 

Zoe Amerigian

Roxie Anderson

Sharon and Carl Anduri

Fatima Angeles and Ray Colmenar

David Annicchiarico

Anonymous (9)

Apoyo Legal Migrante Asociado

Mattie Armstrong

Asian Americans Advancing Justice - Asian Law Caucus

Jayadev Athreya

Carlos Avitia

Sheerly Avni

Karen Backus and Alan Goldberg

Abhishek Bajoria

Sam Bakhshandehpour

Rachel Balsley

Sharon Balter

Michael Banister and Nora Privitera

Maxine Bayley

Bean and Lloyd, LLP

Ann Behravesh

Benavidez Law Firm

Fabiola Benavídez and Martin Veloz-Pedroza

Benevity Community Impact Fund: Google Matching 
Gift Program

Royal F. Berg

Kate Bigam

Richard P. Blamey and Ginny Wright

Blue Shield of California Foundation 

Kathryn Blume

Kenneth Bobroff

Amanda Bobson

Jessica Bogo

Mary Bongard

Robert Borton

Richard Boswell* and Karen Musalo

Nancy Bott

Matthew Braithwaite

Ann de Bruin

Jon Bruschke

Jessie Bunn

Chris Burroughs

Rita Cahn

California Department of Social Services 

The California Endowment

California State Bar 

The California Wellness Foundation 

W. Hardy Callcott* and Nancy Spencer

Edmund Campos

Tania de Sa Campos

Capital Area Immigrants’ Rights Coalition

Carnegie Corporation of New York  

Paul Case

Aidin Castillo

Catholic Charities of South Boston

Central American Resource Center - San Francisco

Noori Chai

Chieko Chambers

Maurice Chang

Atessa Chehrazi

Chow King & Associates

Raj and Jhansi Chowdary

The City & County of San Francisco Office of Civic      
Engagement & Immigrant Affairs 

Evan Clary

Eric Cohen and Gwen Sidley

Anita Cole

El Comite de Padres Unidos

Cooley LLP - San Francisco

Chuck Corrigan

Wallace H. Coulter Foundation  

Cow Hollow Fund

Hilda Crady

Danielle Crain

Michael Davis and Mary Freeman

Farah Davoodi

Constance de la Vega

Reid and Margaret Dennis

John Denvir and Miriam Rokeach

Joanne Derrig

Steven and Pamela Dinkelspiel

Colleen Dinn

Dominican Sisters of San Rafael

Corey Donahue

Sean H. Donahue

Leslie Dorosin

Stephen Downs

Elizabeth Drescher

Renee Dryfoos

Duane Morris LLP - San Francisco

Debra Duran

Robin Dusek

E and M Mayock

Penny Eardley

The East Bay Community Foundation

East Bay Sanctuary Covenant

Howard Van Elgort

Matthew and Karla Ellis-Davis

Elizabeth Ennen

Shelly Erceg

Bernice Espinoza

Michael S. Falk

Nancy Falk and Richard Cluster

Lucee Rosemarie Fan

Jonathan P. Feingold

Felipe Fernandez

Robyn Figenshow

Marjorie Fine

Scott Fink

Firedoll Foundation 

Beata Fiszer

Michael Flynn

Bert E. Forbes

Bruce A. Fodiman

Elizabeth Ford

Ford Foundation  

Brandon Fox

Jonathan Fox

Justin France

R. Mark Frey

Jane Friedhoff

Julia Friedlander

The Friedman Family Foundation   

Professor Lawrence M. Friedman

Lori Friedman

Robert Friedman and Kristina Kiehl

Barbara Fuchs

Roberta Furger

Ellen Furnari

Kathryn Gaither

Ana Maria Garcia

Natalie Garcia

Dora Garcia Mercado

Michele Garcia-Jurado

Nadia Gareeb

Benjamin Garnett

John Geddie

Jerilyn Gelt

Margo George and Catherine Karrass

The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation 

Karen Getman

Meagan Gibeson and Owen Watson

Elizabeth Gillbrand

Katharine Gin

Laura Glass-Hess

Stephen and Teresa Godfrey

Amit and Priyneha Gohil

Lisa Gohil

Abraham and Lee Golden

Sarahbeth Golden

Goldman and Goldman, PC

Brian Goldman and Zoe Palitz

Gloria A. Goldman

Bruce Goldstein

Laura Gomez

Mariah Gonzalez

Eve Goodman

Lena Graber and Zan Stine

Ruth Grabowski

Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees

Susan Green

Eva K. Grove*

The Grove Foundation  

The Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund 

HaleyNelson & Heilbrun, LLP

Harrington and Ingram Attorneys at Law

Tala Hartsough

Johanna Hartwig

Heising-Simons Foundation

Hon. Thelton E. Henderson and Maria Luisa Alaniz

Mary Henderson

Rene Hendrix

Chase Hensel

Irma D. Herrera

Jean E. Hide Cohen Fund  

Lexa Hillyer

Bill Ong Hing*

Eric Hing

Joyce Hing McGowan

Marcia and Ricardo Hofer

William Hofmann

Charles and Lorraine Hofmeister

Eric Hollomon

Edith Hong

Lisa Honig and Dale Schroedel

Lee Honigberg

Horn and Johnson

The Houston Endowment  

Brianne Hunt

Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trusts 

Rosemary Hurtado

Saira Hussain

Immigrant Legal Center of Boulder County

Immigration Services of Mountain View

Information Specialist Group, Inc.

Integra Institute / Juntos Podemos 

International Institute of the Bay Area - San Francisco

The James Irvine Foundation 

Whitney Isenhower

Lisa Isola

Ivener and Fullmer, LLP

Carla Jackson

Jackson and Hertogs LLP

Lita Jacoste

Derek Jannarone

Sara Jerger

Jewell Stewart and Pratt PC

Jewish Community Federation

Nick Jimenez

The Walter S. Johnson Foundation  

Susanne Jonas

Sarah Jordan

Courtney Joslin

The JPB Foundation 

Robert Juceam

Nathaniel Kane

Margo George and Catherine Karrass

Nader Kawas

Kazan McClain Partners’ Foundation

Jeanette Kelley

Gail Kempler

Dan Kesselbrenner

Catherine Keyser

Hon. Sallie Kim

Yungho Kim

Kim and Shirley Kinoshita

Sally Kinoshita and Ted Lewis

Ed Kissam and JoAnn Intili

Maria Kivel

Ellen Tobey Klass

Rachel Klayman

Karen Klein and Benjamin Golvin

John S. and James L. Knight Foundation 

Georgia Knisley

Aarti Kohli

Richard S. Kolomejec

Tom Kowal

Kraus Law Corporation

Augie Kreivenas

Lita Krowech

Shari Kurita

Kurzban Kurzban, Weinger Tetzeli and Pratt P.A.

Jay Laefer

Jennifer Laird

Andrew Lakoff

Phoebe Lam

Marjorie Landis

Joni Laney

Anna B. Lange

Hanna M. Lauritzen

Law Office of Judith A. Bloomberg

Law Office of Patricia D. Castorena

Law Office of Ruby Lieberman

Law Office of Scott A. Mossman

Law Office of David J. Pasternak

Law Office of Beatriz Pimentel Flores

Law Office of Marina Pineda-Kamariotis

The Law Office of Schoenleber and Waltermire

Law Office of Clark M. Trevor

Law Offices of Brigit G. Alvarez

Law Offices of Jessica Dominguez

Law Offices of Fellom and Solorio

Law Offices of Dale C. Freeman

Law Offices of Robert P. Gaffney

Law Offices of Hernandez and Smith, P.A.

Law Offices of Helen Y. H. Hui

Law Offices of Robert B. Jobe

Law Offices of Douglas M. Lehrman

Law Offices of Farshad Owji

Law Offices of Daniel Roemer, PC

Law Offices of Samuel A. Sue

Law Offices of Norton Tooby

Law Rocks

Susan Leboff and Bruce Weiner

D. Benjamin Lee, P.S.

Kathleen Lee

Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas

Leger Law and Strategy, LLC

Will Leubsdorf

Evelyn Lewis

Katherine M. Lewis

Raquel Lewitt

Lisa P. Lindelef*

Amy B. Locks

Thomas V. Loran III and Francine T. Radford

Robert Love

Tara Lundstrom

L. Blake Lynch

Susan Lynch

Kelly Lyons

Jill Mahanna

Gregory Mahoney

Fred Manaster

Julie Marcus

Lynn Marcus

Hannah Marks

Hon. Dana Leigh Marks

Karla Márquez

Anna Martin

Anita Martinez*

Rosa Martinez

Deanne Mattera

Shane Matthews

Anna Matyska

Kathryn Maurer

Mazel Immigration Law, P.C.

Brendan McCarthy

Carolyn McFadden

Danica McGreevey

Patricia McKenzie

Claire Pauley McPherson and Mark McPherson

McVey Mullery and Dulberg

Sharon Meadows and Henry Hewitt

William A. Melendez

Joshua Meltzer

Guy and Kathryn Mercer

Michelle K. Mercer* and Bruce Golden

Gregory Michalec

Middle Road Foundation

Mid-South Immigration Advocates

Marie Mikhail

Catharina Min

Minami Tamaki LLP

Penny Mitchell

Kristina Morgan

Vallery Morgan

Shelley and Michael Morrison

Erika Moseson

Cecilia Moss

Michael Moss

Stacey Moss

MTYKL Foundation 

Yet Mui

Della Mundy

Eric Munn

Mary and Mike Murphy

Napa Valley Community Foundation 

National Immigration Law Center - Oakland

Kelly Nelson

NEO Philanthropy  

New York Community Trust 

Tracy and Daniel Newsom

Doris Ng

Kimpo Ngoi

Nolan Barton Bradford & Olmos, LLP

Devlan O’Connor

Peggy O’Grady

Obiajulu Okuh

Open Society Foundations   

Orrick, Herrington and Sutcliffe LLP - New York

Xaviera Ortiz

Benjamin Patton

Office of Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi

Ofelia Pena

Perretta Law Office

Gretchen Peters

Kimberly Pikul

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Barbara Polo

Molly Porter

Kathryn Potts

Eric Poulos

Anoop Prasad

Rae Jean Proescholdbell

Christopher Punongbayan

Daniel Purtell and Ashley Boren

Erin Quinn

Laura Ramos

David Rand

Maganendra Ray

Rachel Ray

Rebellious Lawyering Institute

Sandra Reed

Reedley Social Services

Regional Immigration Assistance Center - Albany County

Michael Reich

Ana Raquel Reis, Attorney at Law, LLC

Joan Reinhardt Reiss and Mark D. Reiss

Arthur and Toni* Rembe Rock

Gregg Richardson

Nicholas Robins and Tracy Freedman

Paul Robinson

The Rock Foundation

Rockefeller Brothers Fund  

Melissa Rodgers

Professor Naomi Roht-Arriaza

Helene Roos

David Rorick

Judith Rosenberg

Elizabeth Roth

Rodolfo Ruano*

Ruth Rubenstein

Hallie Saber

The San Francisco Foundation  

The Sapelo Foundation 

Aaron Sarazon

Kirsten Schlenger and Roy Ruderman

Erica Schoenberger

Susan Schreiber

Susana Schuarzberg

Suzanne Schule

Anne E. Scott

Shartsis Friese LLP

Francis D. Siciliano II

Sidley Austin LLP

Sidley Law Group

Adam Siegel

Sierra Health Foundation  

Silicon Valley Community Foundation  

Blake Smith

Carol Smith

Danielle Smith

Debbie Smith

Stephanie Smith

Tamthuan Smith

Cathy Snedeker

The Y & H Soda Foundation 

Anamaria Soto

Tricia Soto

Lisa Spiegel* and Michael Ungar

Jennifer Staff

William W. Stahl, Inc.

Stanford Law School

Kenneth S. Star

Lynn A. Starr

John and Alison L. Steadman

Juliette M. Steadman

Janeen Steel

Roberta Steele

Reginald D. Steer*

Jay Martin Steinman

Drucilla Stender Ramey

Bethann Stewart

Elisabeth S. Stickney

Jet Stigter

Hon. Bette Kane Stockton and Chris Stockton

Ryan Stone

Storey Family Fund

Gary Stroud and Anaya Rose

Sunlight Giving 

Tyler Swartz

David Szuchman

Alan Tafapolsky*

Tafapolsky and Smith LLP

Julia Talen

Karen Talmadge

Elisa Tamarkin

William Tamayo

Mawuena Tendar*

Priya Thridandam

Christopher Tigno

Jenny Tobat

Francesca Tomaino

Tomlinson and Torres PC

Parker Townley

Phuong Trieu

David and Valicia Trowbridge

Rafael Trujillo

Silvia Tueros-Cossio

U.S. Committee for Refugee and Immigrants--National 
Center

Unbound Philanthropy   

Donald Ungar and Susan Romer

Union Bank

Frances E. Valdez, Attorney at Law

Michelle Valiukenas

Van Der Hout, Brigagliano and Nightingale, LLP - San 
Francisco

van Löben Sels/RembeRock Foundation 

Michael and Johanna Wald

Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.)*

Claudine Watt

Weaver Schlenger LLP

Maria Webster

Allen S. Weiner* and Mary J. Dent

The Werner-Kohnstamm Family Fund 

Alisa Whitfield

Rufus Whitley

Erin Wiegand

Amalia Wille

Barbara Wille

Allegra Wilson

Carol L. Wolchok

Mailine Wong

Philip Wright

Roger Wu*

Vivian Wu

Lee and Peggy Zeigler

Zellerbach Family Foundation  

Phil Zodiaco

Elizabeth Zoob

Ron Zuckerman

*ILRC Board Member
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