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FROM “SUPERPREDATORS” TO
“MIGRANT GANG BANGERS”

The 1990s saw widespread panic over the notion that there would be a proliferation of youth
m “superpredators” in the coming years. While the superpredators never arrived,' the myth of the

superpredators was powerful enough to spawn significant policy changes, including increased
policing and detention of young people, particularly young people of color. Even though youth crime is at a 30-year
low,? youth and communities of color are still paying the price for these damaging and ineffective policies.
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m We are now in the midst of a similar panic moment, spawned by a federal administration dead set
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on depicting all young immigrants of color as violent gang members. The Trump Administration has

targeted young immigrants by publicly linking gang violence to the “surge” of unaccompanied
minors who have entfered the United States. Rather than being supported to develop into successful adults,
immigrant youth are more often being tfargeted for arrest, detention, and deportation.?
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We must see this myth for what it is — a fear-based narrative meant to criminalize rather than support
young people - and learn from the history of reform in the youth justice system to see that
when young people in our communities need support.
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