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ANNOTATED INITIAL
DACA APPLICATION PACKET

A PAGE-BY-PAGE GUIDE ON COMPLETING
YOUR FIRST REQUEST FOR DACA

OVERVIEW

The following guide is for individuals who are applying for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) for the
first time. This guide includes annotated forms I-821D, I-765, and I-765WS, which form a DACA application packet.

Please note that U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) will only consider your application packet
complete if all three forms and additional supporting documents are submitted.

Applicants who are interested in renewing their DACA should visit our other guide around DACA renewals.

It is important to note that if an individual’s DACA expired more than a year ago or was terminated, they will
have to file an application as a “renewal-initial.” This means that extra documentation will be needed in order for
the application to be considered complete and applicants will need to complete the application as if they were
filing for the first tfime. Applicants renewing in this manner can look at this guide to see what information will be
needed but a detailed analysis of that type of application packet is beyond the scope of this guide.

While the DACA program has been fully restored, allowing for applicants to submit DACA applications for the first
time, applicants should note that there might be changes in the future that could impact who is eligible to apply.

Applicants can visit the ILRC website at https://www.ilrc.org/daca for more information on the program changes
and updates as well as useful fools and community resources.

USCIS will reject applications that are not filed using the most up to date edition of the forms. Currently, USCIS is
accepting the following editions for each form:

v 1-821D form edition date 04/24/2019
Vv 1-765 form edition date 08/25/2020; and

v 1-765WS form edition 08/25/2020.

New forms can be downloaded free of cost from the USCIS website at: https://www.uscis.gov/i-821d.
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Part 1 #1. Applicants applying for DACA
for the first time should mark this box.

Part 1 #3a-3c. List name as it appears on birth
certificate or most recent legal document (i.e.
marriage certificate). Ensure that the name listed
on this form matches forms I-765 and 1-765WS.

Part 1 #5. If you have been before an immigration judge
or formally removed at the border you must answer
“Yes” & submit documentation related to this. Applicants
should speak to an immigration attorney or accredited
representative if unsure how to answer.

Part 1 #4a-4f. List address where DACA related documents should be mailed.

contfinued on next page
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Part 1 #6. Applicants who have been issued an A# by
immigration should list the number here. Most first-time DACA
applicants will not have one. The A# is a 9-digit number.

Part 1 #7. List your SSN, if applicable. Only list a real SSN
that was given to you by the Social Security Administration.

Part 1 #11. Should be USA.

Part T #12. Usually country of
birth, but can be different.

Part 1 #14a-14c. List all other names used that
are different from your legal name (i.e. driver’s
license, passport, etc.), if applicable.

Part 1 #13. Check appropriate marital status. Note
that if you’re separated, but not legally divorced,
you are obligated to mark “Married”.

Part 1 #15-20. Fill out
information accordingly. A
best practice is to use ID/
driver’s license information.

Part 2 #1. In order to qualify for DACA, you must have
been continuously residing in the U.S. since June 15, 2007.
If the answer is “no,” speak to a trusted legal service
provider before submitting this application.

contfinued on next page
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Part 2 #8. Mark “no” if you have not left on or after August 15, 2012
without Advance Parole (i.e. you did not have a permit to travel). This
should be “No” for most DACA initial applicants in order to be eligible for
DACA. If you have traveled on or after August 15, 2012, please speak with
a trusted legal representative before submitting your DACA request.

Part 3 #1. Mark “yes” if you arrived in the
U.S. before you turned 16. If the answer
to this question is “no”, you are not
eligible to apply for DACA.

Part 3 #2. Enter date or approximate
date when you entered the U.S. (month/
year is ok).

Part 2 #2a-5e. Provide current address and then work backwards
to list previous addresses since you began residing in the U.S. Be
as accurate as possible. If you cannot remember exact dates,
you can write month/year (e.g. May/2016) or write “Approx. May
5, 2016.” Use addendum or Additional Information section (page
7) for more addresses.

Part 2 #6a-7c. List all absences
from the U.S. since June 15,
2007, if applicable.

Part 2 #9a-9c. Provide passport information if
available, even if it is expired. Country issuing
passport will be country of citizenship.

Part 3 #3. Enter the town/city where you
entered into the U.S. for the first time
(this will be a U.S. City).
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Part 3 #4. Enter immigration status on June 15,
2012. If you had no immigration status on that
date enter “No Lawful Status”. If you overstayed a
visa you can enter “Status Expired”.

Part 3 #6-8. Enter information on how you meet the
education requirement. If you are still in school,
enter “Currently in school” and the date you last
attended. You will need to submit documents with
this information with your initial DACA packet.

Part 3 #5a-5¢c. Mark “no” if you have
never received Form 1-94, 1-94W, or 1-95.
Applicants who have been issued an 1-94,
1-94W, or 1-95 should mark “yes” and enter
the number and expiration date on the
document if available.

Part 3 #9-9d. If applicable,
enter military information. If not,
answer “no” and skip forward.

Part 4 #1-7. If your answer is “Yes” to any
of the following questions (1-7), speak to
a trusted legal service provider before
filing! These questions ask “if ever”

so make sure to disclose all relevant
information. Any changes in answers
before and during filing should be
discussed with a legal service provider. If
you have any criminal history documents,
they must be submitted to USCIS with
your application. Consult an immigration
attorney or accredited representative for
any new incidents before filing.
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Part 5 #1a. If you did not use a translator to
prepare your application, check this box.

Part 5 #1b. If you used a translator to prepare your
application, check this box AND list translator’s name.

Part 5 #2a-2b. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO SIGN AND DATE THIS
PART FOR THE DACA APPLICATION TO BE PROCESSED.

Part 5 #3-5. List your (the applicant) information here.

Part 6 #1a-5. If you used a translator,
appropriate information for translator
here. Note: If the interpreter does not
have a business or organization affiliation,
they can leave those parts blank.

list
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Part 6 #6a-6b. If you used a translator, clarify the translated
language and have the translator sign and date.

Part 7 #1a-7b. If someone else prepared your
application on your behalf, list information here
and have the preparer sign and date.

contfinued on next page
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Part 8 #1a-2. Reenter all of your information
as listed on Page 1.

Part 8 #3a-5d. You can use this section to include
additional information that did not fit in other parts
of the application, like extra addresses.

contfinued on next page
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Part 1 #1a. Applicants applying for DACA for the
first time should mark this box if they have never
applied for employment authorization.

Part 2 #1a-1c. List name as it appears on birth certificate
or most recent legal document (i.e. marriage certificate).
Ensure that name listed on this form match forms 1-821D
and |-765WS.

Part 2 #2a-4c. List all other names used that are different
from your legal name (i.e. driver’s license, passport, etc.).

contfinued on next page
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Part 2 #5a-6. Enter your mailing address here. This is where Part 2 #14-15. If you would like the SSA to issue you
you would like to receive your work permit. If your current a Social Security card and authorize USCIS to share

mailing address is the same as your physical address, your information with SSA check “yes” for both.
you can mark “no” for 6. If it is different, mark “yes” and
complete 7a-7d.

Part 2 #8. List A# if applicable. This 9-digit
number is not required to apply for initial DACA.

Part 2 #11. Check appropriate marital status. Note
that if you’re separated, but not legally divorced
you are obligated to mark “Married”.

Part 2 #16a-17b. List the names of your father and
mother (first and last name). This information will be
shared with the SSA so they may issue you a number.
Once your DACA and work authorization are approved,
SSA will send you your Social Security card.

Part 2 #18a. Enter country of citizenship.
Must be the same as on 1-821D.

Part 2 #12. If you have not applied for
work authorization check “no”.

contfinued on next page

10 ILRC | MARCH 2021


https://www.ilrc.org

Part 2 #27. DACA eligibility category is: (c) (33).

Part 2 #21b-21e. List passport or travel
document information, if you have it.

Part 2 #21a. Leave blank if you have no 1-94.

Part 2 #28-31. You can skip questions 28-31.
They pertain to other eligibility categories, not
DACA related.

Part 2 #22. Enter the date of
when you LAST entered the
U.S. This might be different
than what is on the 1-821D,
which asks for your INITIAL
entry into the U.S.

Part 2 #26. Enter SEVIS number is applicable (usually
pertains to those who entered with student visas).

Part 2 #23-25. Enter the location and immigration status when you
last entered. This might be similar to what you put on the 1-821D.

contfinued on next page
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Part 3 #1b. If you used a translator to prepare your
application, check this box AND enter translator’s name.

Part 3 #1a. If you did not use a translator to prepare your
application, check this box.

Part 2 #28-31. You can skip questions 28-31.
They pertain to other eligibility categories, not

DACA related. Part 3 #3-5. List your (the applicant) information here.

contfinued on next page
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Part 3 #7a-7b. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO SIGN AND DATE
THIS PART FOR THE DACA APPLICATION TO BE PROCESSED.

Part 4 #1a-6. If you used a translator, list

appropriate information for translator here. Note:

If the interpreter does not have a business or
organizational dffiliation, they can leave those
parts blank.

Part 4 #7a-7b. If you used a translator, clarify the
translated language (in the blank box above
#7a) and have the translator sign and date.

contfinued on next page
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Part 5 #1a-8b. If someone else prepared your
application on your behalf, list information here
and have the preparer sign and date.

contfinued on next page
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Part 6 #1a-2. Reenter all of your information as
listed on Page 1.

Part 6 #3a-7d. You can use this section to include
additional information that did not fit in other parts
of the application, like extra addresses.
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Part 1 #1a-1c. Reenter all of your information
as listed on Page 1 of I-821D and 1-765.

Part 2 #1-3. List your financial
information. Expenses should include all
expenses: School, transportation, rent,
family support, etc. If you do not work,
you are allowed to list income as $0. DO
NOT leave blank.

Assets are property, under an
applicant’s name, that are completely
paid off like a vehicle, boat, motorcycle,
etc. You are allowed to list $0 if you have
no assets. DO NOT leave blank.

Part 3. In this write-in section there is no need to be overly detailed in your
explanation; though some thoughtful substance is helpful.

Some examples of starting points are listed below:

- The reason why | am requesting a work permit is to be able to provide for

myself in the United States.

- The reason why | am requesting a work permit is to be able to continue my

education in the United States.

- The reason why | am requesting a work permit is to be able to provide for my

family in the United States.
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