
Message 
from ILRC Executive 
Director Eric Cohen
Immigration was one of the leading issues 
in our country in 2015. Animosity toward 
immigrants grew last year, and with it the threat 
of deportation and anti-immigrant policies. 
Federal inaction continued in 2015 as the lives 
of millions of undocumented immigrants were 
held in judicial limbo over the United States 
v. Texas case. The Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center (ILRC) countered with a concerted 
effort against unjust immigration enforcement, 
advocated for legislation to protect immigrant 
families, and helped defeat anti-immigrant 
policies. Thanks to our partners, allies, and the 
community, 2015 was a year we celebrated 
wins in our fight to advance immigrant rights. 

ILRC
Annual Report

2015
The mission of the ILRC is to work with and educate immigrants, community organizations, and the legal sector 

to continue to build a democratic society that values diversity and the rights of all people.

2015 Financial Position 
The ILRC collaborates with other nonprofit organizations nationwide to increase and deliver effective services to the immigrant 
community. When we became the lead organization for the New Americans Campaign in 2011, our re-granting program was a 
critical element in building a robust program across the country. That model continues today to help fulfill our mission. Our vigorous 
re-granting process is a testament to not only the trust we’ve established between us and our generous funders, but also our status 
as a go-to resource in the field. In 2015, the ILRC distributed grants to 60 nonprofit organizations helping to advance the civil 
rights of immigrants.

Cash and Investments $ 12,546,775

Current Grants Receivable $ 4,619,587

Other Current Assets $ 130,128

Long-term Grants Receivable $ 125,000

Net Property and Equipment $ 19,664

All Other Assets $ 5,400

TOTAL ASSETS $ 17,446,553

Payables and Accrued Expenses $ 123,247

Current Re-grants Payable $ 2,379,983

Accrued Vacation $ 178,521

Other Liabilities $ 121,134

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 2,802,885

Available for Operations $ 1,259,320

Board-designated Reserves $ 2,400,000

Temporarily Restricted $ 10,984,348

TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 14,643,668
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Policy and Advocacy Civic Engagement Capacity Building

Our policy work focuses on 
immigration reform, Department 
of Homeland Security policies, 

and many other issues affecting 
immigrants and their families.

We engage immigrants 
in mobilizing and raising 

their voices on issues 
critical to  

their communities.

We provide technical legal 
assistance, trainings, and 

publications to immigration law 
practitioners and community-based 

organizations.

ILRC Program Areas
ILRC works with immigrants, community organizations, legal professionals, law enforcement, and policy makers so we can help 
improve the lives of immigrants. Our work on a broad range of issues directly impacts immigrant families and the community 
through our three program areas.

Legislative Victories for the Immigrant Community
Statewide Legislation

California is emerging as the nation’s leader in immigration reform. Governor Jerry Brown signed into law the Immigrants Shape 
California Legislative Package, a series of 10 measures aimed at protecting immigrants in California. The ILRC cosponsored and 
wrote numerous measures in the package which focus on safeguarding the most marginalized within the immigrant community 
including youth, victims of crimes, and those with run-ins with the criminal justice system. We provided the technical legal 
expertise and supported the following bills in the Immigrants Shape California Legislative Package:

•	 AB 899: Protecting Immigrant Children from Deportation
•	 AB 1343: Ensuring Due Process for Immigrant Defendants
•	 AB 900: Promoting Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) Protections
•	 AB 1352: Preventing Unintended Immigration Consequences for Rehabilitated Immigrants
•	 SB 674: Immigrant Victim of Crimes Equity Act

(See page 8 of The Immigrant Advocate Winter 2015 for details.)

National Legislation
ILRC applied its technical legal expertise to positively influence legislation on the national stage and worked closely with 
Congress and our partners to continue fighting for immigrant rights. The ILRC was an integral part of numerous pieces of 
legislation.

Defeating Anti-immigrant Legislation
The ILRC is a partner organization of the Immigrant Justice Network (IJN). The IJN is working to ensure that federal immigration 
reform includes policies that are fair and just. In 2015, ILRC and the IJN collaborated to defeat multiple policies that threatened 
the civil rights of immigrants.

S.2146, the Stop Sanctuary Policies and Protect Americans Act, would have stripped federal funding for state and local 
jurisdictions that enacted community trust policies and also limited their cooperation with federal immigration authorities. It 
was defeated in the Senate.

House Judiciary Committee Legislation. ILRC and IJN jointly worked to oppose four anti-immigrant bills that jeopardized the 
civil rights of immigrants. Together, we helped to defeat the four bills before they reached the House of Representatives for 
voting. 

- H.R. 1148, the Michael Davis Jr. In Honor of State and Local Law Enforcement Act was an updated version of the SAFE 
Act that would drastically criminalize immigrant communities, encourage racial profiling, and entangle law enforcement 
with immigration enforcement;  

- H.R. 1147, the Legal Workforce Act (mandatory E-Verify) was a radical criminalization of immigrants and elimination of 
various due process protections; 

- H.R. 1149, the Protection of Children Act of 2015, which threatened to reduce due process for unaccompanied minors; and

- H.R. 1153, the Asylum Reform and Border Protection Act of 2015, which would have reduced the availability of asylum 
and parole for immigrants.
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ILRC By the Numbers
2015 HIGHLIGHTS

AB 60 Driver’s Licenses
After almost 20 years of advocacy, 

ILRC joined the immigrant 
community in celebrating the 

implementation of AB 60. 

IN 2015

605,000
AB 60 DRIVER’S LICENSES 

were issued to the undocumented 
immigrant community.

New Americans Campaign 
Highlights
As the lead 
organization for the 
New Americans Campaign, ILRC joined its partners in 
encouraging eligible immigrants to apply for citizenship. In 
2015 alone, the New Americans Campaign:

The Power  
of the  
RED CARD 
Know Your Rights!
ILRC first created our multilingual 
Red Cards in 2007 to empower 
undocumented immigrants to 
exercise their rights during illegal 
ICE raids.  

By the end of 2015, 
we had distributed

713,569
                RED CARDS

Protecting 
Immigrant Youth

The ILRC provided 
technical legal 

assistance as a 
member of the San 

Francisco Immigrant 
Legal Defense Collaborative 

to enable more than 

400 families
 and unaccompanied minors 

to access much needed 
immigration services.

Attorney of  
the Day 

ILRC offers a unique, nationwide 
consultation service through our 

Attorney of the Day program, 
providing technical legal assistance 
on many aspects of immigration law 
to attorneys, legal service providers, 

public defenders, and advocates 
assisting the immigrant community. 

IN 2015 
ILRC attorneys answered 

3,542  
inquiries in total

facilitated over  

48,000  
naturalization 
applications

conducted over  

850  
naturalization 

workshops

helped immigrants 
access almost 

18,000  
fee waivers

saved the community

$71 million+  
in legal and  

application fees

Combatting Unfair  
Immigration Enforcement 
ILRC helped put an end to the infamous and highly 
flawed Secure Communities program, only to have it be replaced 
with the Priority Enforcement Program (PEP) which operates 
in much the same way. To battle this unjust program, ILRC 
encourages local law enforcement to treat those they are meant 
to protect with dignity and respect by refusing to cooperate with 
indefensible ICE practices. 

ILRC by the Numbers
367 Trainings, community meetings, 

workshops, webinars, seminars,  
press events, podcasts and videos 

with more than 
12,174 attendees and participants. 

Defending Immigrant 
Rights: Criminal and 
Immigration Law 
The ILRC is a national leader in the 
intersection between criminal law 
and immigration law, providing critical 
support for criminal defenders and 
immigration attorneys to protect their 
noncitizen clients.
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Thank you to our 2015 Supporters! 
605 Citizenship Project
Mark Aaronson & Marjorie Gelb
ACLU of Northern California
AILA Northern California Chapter
AILA Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Michael Allison
Ann Alpers & Shawn Hanson
Russ Altman
Cynthia Alvarez* & Bernardo Merino
American College of Trial Lawyers
Sharon & Carl Anduri
Law Office of James C. Angleton
Anonymous
Carlos Avitia
Joseph Starr Babcock
Elaine W. Baer
Azeem Bakhtiar
Michael Banister & Nora Privitera
Maxine Bayley
Angela Bean
Becker & Lee LLP
Genna Beier
Fabiola Benavídez & Martin Veloz-Pedroza
Royal F. Berg
Elmy Bermejo
Kenia Y. Carmona Blanco
Jonathan M. Blazer
Ann Block
Law Office of Judith A. Bloomberg
Blue Shield of California Foundation
Robert Borton
Richard Boswell* & Karen Musalo
Sean Boyle
Matthew Braithwaite
California Bar Foundation 
California Community Foundation
California Department of Social Services
California State Bar Equal Access Fund
California State Bar Interest on Lawyers’ Trust  
  Accounts (IOLTA)
The California Wellness Foundation 
W. Hardy Callcott* & Nancy Spencer
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Aidín Castillo & Jose Olivera
Law Office of Patricia D. Castorena
Catholic Charities CYO
Central American Resource Center  
  (CARECEN)
Gail Chang Bohr
Law Office of Rosy H. Cho
Chow King & Associates
City & County of San Francisco Office of  
  Civic Engagement & Immigrant Affairs
Eric Cohen & Gwen Sidley
Anita Cole
El Comité de Padres Unidos
Cooley LLP
Cow Hollow Fund

Hilda Crady
Reid & Margaret Dennis
John Denvir & Miriam Rokeach
Law Office of Patricia S. Depew
Steven & Pamela Dinkelspiel
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael
Duane Morris LLP
Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
Michael S. Falk
Lucee Rosemarie Fan
Fellom Family Fund LLC
Law Offices of Fellom & Solorio
Charles Field, Jr.
Scott Fink
The Firedoll Foundation 
George Fisher
Bruce A. Fodiman
Bert E. Forbes
Ford Foundation 
Law Offices of Dale C. Freeman
Lawrence M. Friedman
Friedman Family Foundation 
Law Offices of Robert P. Gaffney
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Sergio C. Garcia
The Law Office of Norma Garcia Williams &  
  Associates, PLLC
Michele Garcia-Jurado
Nadia Gareeb
GCA Law Partners LLP
Yohana Gebregziabiher
Margo George
Meagan Gibeson & Owen Watson
Winnifred Gin
Brian Goldman & Zoe Palitz
Andy & Eva* Grove
The Grove Foundation
HaleyNelson & Heilbrun, LLP
Alice L. Hall
Harrington & Ingram Attorneys at Law
Tala Hartsough
M. Stacey Hawver & Tammy Pachter
Heising-Simons Foundation
Hon. Thelton Henderson & Maria Luisa Alaniz
The Herbst Foundation
Bill Ong Hing*
Joyce Hing McGowan
Sharon Hing
Ella Hirst
Marcia & Ricardo Hofer
Lisa Hoffman
Charles & Lorraine Hofmeister
Eric Hollomon
Jack Holmgren
Edith Hong
Lisa Honig & Dale Schroedel
Horizons Foundation 
Horn & Johnson
Houston Endowment 
Law Offices of Helen Y. H. Hui
Hurlbut-Johnson Charitable Trusts
Phil Hwang & David Campos
Immigrant Crime & Justice, PC
International Institute of the Bay Area (IIBA)
Ivener & Fullmer, LLP
Jackson & Hertogs LLP
The James Irvine Foundation 
JAMS
Jean E. Hide Cohen Fund
Jewell Stewart & Pratt PC
John Burton Foundation for Children  
  Without Homes
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation  
Susanne Jonas

The JPB Foundation 
Robert Juceam
Eloise B. Kaeck
Kazan McClain Partners Foundation
Kazan, McClain, Satterley & Greenwood PLC
Gail Kempler
Yungho Kim
Hon. Sallie Kim
Kim & Shirley Kinoshita
Kitsap Immigrant Assistance Center
Karen Klein & Benjamin Golvin
Richard Kolomejec
Augie Kreivenas 
Danielle Kulawiak
Ira J. Kurzban
Minette Kwok
Katherine M. Lewis
Law Office of Ruby Lieberman
Jeanne Liedtka
Lisa P. Lindelef*
Amy B. Locks
Tara Lundstrom
John & Amy Lyman
James Mahshi & Yuan Gao
Fred Manaster
Manning & Sutfin
Lynn Marcus
Lynn Mark
Hon. Dana Leigh Marks
Rosa Martinez
Micaela Martinez
Laura Mazel & Anna Perrin Ozdemir
McVey Mullery & Dulberg
Lucia Mercado
Guy & Kathryn Mercer
Michelle K. Mercer* & Bruce Golden
Jeanne Merino
Marcela Michel
Susette S. Min
Minami Tamaki LLP
Linda Mogannam
The Morrison and Foerster Foundation
Stacey Moss
Law Office of Scott A. Mossman
Della Mundy
Mike & Mary Murphy
Napa Valley Community Foundation
National Immigration Law Center
NEO Philanthropy
Nolan Barton Bradford & Olmos, LLP
Open Society Foundations 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Francisco Ortiz
Deirdre O’Shea
Law Office of David J. Pasternak
Radha Patel
Rabindra Paudel
Paloma Peña
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Law Office of Marina Pineda-Kamariotis
Rachel Prandini & TJ McKillop
Alisa Razumovsky
Reedley Social Services
Joan Reinhardt Reiss & Mark D. Reiss
Arthur & Toni* Rembe Rock
Magdalena Ridley
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Melissa Rodgers
Law Offices of Daniel Roemer, PC
David Rorick
Rosenberg Foundation
Ruth Rubenstein
The San Francisco Foundation 
Alex Santana

Kirsten Schlenger & Roy Ruderman 
The Law Office of Schoenleber & Waltermire
Susan Schreiber
Thomas Schulz
Anne E. Scott
Kenneth Scott
Catherine Seitz 
Shartsis Friese LLP
Avantika Shastri
Alexandria Siamu
Francis D. Siciliano II
Sidley Austin LLP
Sidley Law Group
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Sierra Health Foundation 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Simmons & Ungar LLP
Guadalupe Siordia-Ortiz*
Debbie Smith
Anamaria Soto
Southern California Immigration Center
Lisa Spiegel* & Michael Ungar
Kenneth S. Star
Lynn A. Starr
John & Alison L. Steadman
Juliette M. Steadman
Roberta Steele
Reginald D. Steer*
Jay Martin Steinman
Drucilla Stender Ramey
Tom Steyer & Kat Taylor
Elisabeth S. Stickney
Jet Stigter
Hon. Bette Kane Stockton & Chris Stockton
Storey Family Fund
Law Office of Christine M. Stouffer
Gary Stroud & Anaya Rose
Alan Tafapolsky*
Tafapolsky & Smith LLP
Karen Talmadge
Mawuena Tendar*
Priya Thridandam
Tides Foundation
Tomlinson & Torres PC
Law Offices of Norton Tooby
Unbound Philanthropy  
Donald Ungar & Susan Romer
Union Bank
Patricia Uro-May
Anthony Valdez
Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, LLP
van Löben Sels/RembeRock Foundation
Michael & Johanna Wald
The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation
Wallace H. Coulter Foundation 
The Walter S. Johnson Foundation
Hon. James L. Warren (Ret.)*
Weaver Schlenger Mazel LLP
Allen S. Weiner* & Mary J. Dent
The Werner-Kohnstamm Family Fund
Western Union, LLC
Charles Wheeler
Julia R. Wilson
Carol Wolchok
Mailine Wong
Ginny Wright & Rick Blamey
Roger Wu*
Y & H Soda Foundation
Olga T. Yokoyama
Qiu Ping Yu
Lee & Peggy Zeigler
Zellerbach Family Foundation 
Bonnie Zeng
Valerie Zukin

*ILRC Board Member
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